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First Church Unitarian Universalist 
Mission Statement 

We are an open and accepting 
community working for justice 

and equality for all through nur-
turing relationships and provid-
ing service to each other and in 

the greater community  
 

Ministerial Musings 
We begin another church year, my 24th anniversary as your 24th minister begins 
this month and so does my entering into my 25th year here. It is with anticipation, 
gratefulness and sadness that I write this column to say I will be retiring on January 
29th, 2017.  

This decision to retire as the minister at First Church Unitarian Universalist was not 
entered into lightly and without some serious reflection and conversations with 
trusted colleagues and friends. So there it is. January 29th 2017, will end my minis-
try here.  

Do I really need to publicly declare my age, I hope not? But I can tell you that I am 
over the age of retirement and ready to enter that new phase of my life. It has been a 
marvelous experience at First Church UU of Leominster. I never anticipated that my 
tenure here would be one of the longest. I had just come out of seminary and only 
served as a ministerial intern in Winchendon for three years so I learned while do-
ing ministry with you these past years.  

Leominster is a wonderful community, Ron and I have set down roots here and not 
to worry you will still see him puttering around doing gardening and other projects. 
I will continue all my other community activities. I am sure you know by now that 
for me ministry is a way of life and I hope I have represented you well during these 
years.  

Each time I have responded to an event be it the Worcester Coal Storage Fire, 9-11 
Boston and New York, or Knoxville, or Florida hurricanes or Virginia Tech massacre, 
I have been assured that you are the kind of church that has deeply held Unitarian 
Universalist values that I carried with me. When this past summer saw us not once 
but three times at the Common gathered together in the name of love, I knew I was 
standing on the tradition of compassion and love for all who suffer and that this 
congregation demonstrates day by day.  

It has been quite an experience, I have grown, been challenged, been sad, been hap-
py, been content, been upset and always been proud to be the minister of this con-
gregation and to its wonderful people.  

This past year we crafted a mission, vision statement that will be our touchstone as 
we move into a future. For sure that future is a bit unknown, a bit scary, a lot filled 
with sad and mixed emotions. But a future that will endure for the next 273 years. 
In two years you will be 275 years old spend the next two years, living into your 
mission and planning a grand celebration on that important milestone. 

As always you are all in my prayerful thoughts and if you want to talk please be in 
touch.  

Enjoy life. 

Rev. Susan 

First Church Vision 
Reverend Dr. Susan Suchocki Brown, Minister 
Lauren Soucy, Choir Director    
Jesse Blackman, Musician  
 
Working toward a peaceful and just world, guided by Love 

September 2016 
Volume 273, Issue 9 

First Church Unitarian Universalist 

15 West Street 

Leominster MA 01453 

(978) 537-0310 

 

1stchurchoffice@verizon.net 

 

www.firstchuchuu.org 



Building Use 

If you want to use the church for 

any purpose, committee or event 

please be in contact with Lenore 

at First Church email to coordi-

nate schedules. 

Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics 
 
Sept September11th: Hello Again with Water Communion  
Bring water from a place where you felt spiritual and renewed during our time 

away this summer for this annual Unitarian Universalist tradition.  

September18th: Our Deepest Need: Belonging with  
Water Communion 

September 25th: Being with Purpose 

October 2nd: Spirituality in these Times  

 

The Parish Committee and 

the Committee on Ministry is 

here for you. 

As we go through this time of 

transition the Parish Commit-

tee and in particular the 

Committee on Ministry are 

available for you to speak 

with. Betsy Moran is Chair of 

the Parish Committee and at 

its first meeting on September 

14th they will be talking about 

the process that the congrega-

tion will go through as I retire. 

The Committee on Ministry 

members are Bob Soucy, Lynn 

Radford and Sheila Bishop. 

They are available to you, also. 

The Committee on Ministry 

wants to make sure that if you 

have special concerns about 

my retirement that you know 

they are available to you.  We 

know this is going to be hard 

and that various emotions will 

surface and knowing that this 

congregation is one that 

prides itself on honest, open 

communications based in love 

we will survive.  

As the Committees become 

more aware of the options 

through the UUA they will post 

times when you could come 

and meet with them.  In the 

meantime please feel free to 

come to anyone on the Parish 

Committee, the Committee on 

Ministry and/or Rev. Susan.  
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Johnny Appleseed 

Festival 

The Johnny Appleseed Festival is 
on Saturday Sept 24th.  This all 
day event is a great way to be 
part of the wider community. Our 
presence is a reminder that John 
Chapman, Johnny Appleseed was 
not only born in Leominster but 
was christened at First Church in 
1775. 

Watch the website to see how we 
will participate in the Festival! 

Activities Fair 

During Fellowship, September 18th 
 

 Did you ever wonder about the various groups and teams in the church that make it 

all happen?   

 What kind of activities are there to become part of? 

 How can I meet and chat with more people? 

Come find out!  Members of teams and committees will be available to talk about their 

activities and have information available.    We will also have a computer to sign people 

up for the Members Section of the church website and talk about iGive and Amazon Smile 



 

 

 

Book Group 

The Book Group will meet Sept. 16th 
at First Church at 7:30pm 

"In The Heart Of The Canyon" by 
Elisabeth Hyde.   

A gripping novel about a rafting trip 
through the Grand Canyon that 
changes the lives of everyone on 
board.  

 

 

 

 

 

Member Profile Corner 
We all come together on Sunday mornings for worship service each from our own 

“weekday” worlds.  We seldom know much about the others in our congregation so 

we thought to have a Member Profile area where people can share a little about 

themselves that wouldn’t normally come out in conversation.  Since I was my idea, 

I’ll go first! 

Hi, I’m Betsy Moran and I’ve been coming to First Church with my husband Mark 

since about 1993.  We were married in First Church UU Worcester so coming to First 

Church in Leominster was a natural progression.  Our continuous attendance was 

interrupted by spending 9 years in NJ where my job had moved us to.  We moved 

back in 2013 and are very happy that we did.  What do I do when I’m not doing 

something church related?  Well, I work as a Product Manager for a company in Hop-

kinton looking after radiochemical products for biomedical researchers around the 

world.  I also volunteer at Sholan Farms in the fall when not watching the Red Sox or 

Patriots.  We have two cats, Norman and Grizzly Bear and a dog, Katie.  Go up to 

Doyle Reservation any late afternoon to find Mark walking with Katie who is general-

ly hunting chipmunks in the rock walls along the fields. 

Small Group Ministry 

Small group ministry will meet on 

September 18th after fellowship and 

the activities Fair. See Betsy Moran 

with any questions 
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Ladies Benevolent Society 

The Lady Bee's will be holding their first meeting in September on 

Monday the 12th at 7:00 PM in the Lady Bee's room at First 

Church.  We will have collection of dues ($10.00) and also election 

of officers.  We plan to discuss a future donation to our 

church.  Please come and share your ideas.  We do not have any September 

birthdays to celebrate but if Lynne Lockhart comes, we can have her birthday 

cake to share for her August birthday. We will be gathering the day before for 

our first Sunday service since June.  I hope to see many of you at both occa-

sions.  New members are always welcome to our meetings.  Come and share 

stories of your trips this summer.  Questions?  See Claire at church or call at 

978 502-3275. 

UUA Common Read  

2016-2017 

The story embeds the current move-

ment in the larger story of racial and 

economic justice movements since the 

Civil War. He demonstrates his convic-

tion that justice movements are born in 

response to local experiences of larger 

injustices and that such movements 

thrive only when those involved do the 

hard work of coalition building.  

Adult Women’s R.E. 

Our adult religious education class, Cakes for the 
Queen of Heaven, will begin it's sixth consecutive ses-
sion this September.  We will be meeting at the 
church once a month for two hours to learn and dis-
cuss together the book, The Chalice and The Blade by 
Raine Eisler. Open to all women, we will be creating a 
meeting date and time based upon the availability of 
those women interested in participating. If you have 
any questions or are thinking of participating, please 
contact Diane O'Hare by Sunday September 18.  

 



Dates to Remember 

 September 

Sept 6: Church Office is open 

Sept 11: Opening Sunday and Water 
Communion 

Sept 12: Lady Bee’s Meeting at 7:00pm 

Sept 14: Parish Committee at 6pm for 
dinner with meeting at 6:30pm 

Sept 15: News for October Newsletter 
due into Chris Uhlig at 
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com 

Sept 16: Book Group @ 7:30pm a the 
church 

Sept 18: Activities Fair at Fellowship 
and Small Group Ministry at 12:15pm 

Sept 24: Johnny Appleseed Festival 

Sept 25: Concert across America 1pm 
to 5pm on the Common 

 

 October 

Oct 2: Carter Park 7:00 Prayer being 
offered for NAMI vigil 

Oct 23: Bi-Annual Meeting, election of 
the Nominating Committee 

 

Contacts: 

Church Office: 1stchurchoffice@verizon.net 
(978) 537-0310  www.firstchurchuu.org 

 
Rev. Susan: RevSusanuu1@verizon.net 
Betsy Moran: bam36uu@gmail.com 
 
 
Newsletter: Chris Uhlig 
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com  
Web/Emailing: Betsy Moran  
bam36uu@gmail.com 
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Standing on the Side of Love is a public advocacy campaign, 

initiated by the Unitarian Universalist Association, to promote respect for the in-
herent worth and dignity of every person. We stand with all who believe that no 
person should be dehumanized through acts of exclusion, oppression, or violence 
based on identity.  

Participation in this campaign is one way we can promote our Mission and to stand  
in the larger community for the inherent worth of all. 

Displaying our signs and wearing a Standing on the Side of Love t-shirt 
during our events is a way of supporting our mission.  We’ll ask who 
might be interested in a group order of t-shirts on the 11th. 

Stay tuned—you will hear more about this during services and the     
Activities Fair in September!   

 For more information go to http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/ 

Joys and Concerns: 
 Ed Willrich fell during the summer and is rehabbing at 

Life Care in Leominster on West St.  He welcomes visi-

tors. 

 Lynne Lockhart is home and welcomes calls and visits.  

Please call her cell phone; that number is in the mem-

ber’s directory 

The Concert Across America to End Gun Violence 
On Sunday Sept 25th, 2016 First Church UU  will be joining over 150 faith 

based organizations and hundreds of performers at venues in America to bring 

awareness of those effected by gun violence. This concert is not about gun 

control but rather it is about bringing support to victims and their families and 

friends. 

 Why Sept 25th?  In 2007, Congress designated September 25 as the Na-

tional Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims.  

 What is the goal of Concert Across America?  The mission of the “Concert 

Across America” is to remember the tremendous loss of life and damage 

that gun violence has cost our communities.  

 How can I get involved in First Church’s efforts?  Email questions to       

ConcertAcrossAmerica@firstchurchuu.org 

 For more information go to ConcertAcrossAmerica.org 

http://www.firstchurchuu.org
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/
http://concertacrossamerica.org/

