
 

 

 First Church Unitarian Universalist 
Mission Statement 

We are an open and accepting 
community working for justice and 
equality for all through nurturing 
relationships and providing ser-

vice to each other and in the great-
er community  

Special points of interest  

  “Notes from Parish Committee” 

  “Transitional Minister Update” 

  “Changes in Our Newsletter” 
  “Interfaith Community Gathering” 

 

Contacts: 

Church Office: 
1stchurchoffice@verizon.net (978) 537-
0310  www.firstchurchuu.org 

 

 
Betsy Moran: bam36uu@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter: Chris Uhlig 
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com  
 

Web/Emailing: Betsy Moran  
bam36uu@gmail.com 
 

How do you like our “new” newsletter 
format?  Send your comments and any  
suggestions to the above emails. 

Thank-you!!! 

General  Thoughts….. 

 

Good things are coming……… and soon. 

But first, let's take a look at our past.   

On Sunday January 29 we were all present, whether 
in person or in spirit, to see Rev. Susan off as she en-
ters the next phase of her life's journey.  We were 
honored, incredibly honored, that she chose to share 
herself with us for near 25 years as our minister, 

mentor and friend.  We all acknowledge the great benefits of our various re-
lationships over the years and will live with many happy memories of wor-
ship, events, festivals, fairs and soup lunches.  We will also have many other 
memories of more serious events such as those which caused vigils on the 
common, interfaith gatherings and other happenings where the trauma re-
sponse ministry was called into action.  All of this is the fabric of our lives, 
the lives we have all lived together.  It will not be forgotten.   

Life does go on and so will we.   

We will continue to be a community of people and the congregation we are 
meant to be.  We will continue to live our lives together bearing witness to 
love and justice.  We will Stand on the Side of Love as individuals and as a 
congregation in the larger community and world.  We will be an example of a 
people of love, tolerance, acceptance and equality as our flags in front of the 
church declare for all to see.  We will continue to be a voice for liberal reli-
gious thought in the greater community and bring our Seven Principles to 
bear on how we interact with the world. 

So, you may ask, how will this happen?  Will it be easy?  No, I’ll be honest 
with you.  It will occur as we do the work to learn who we are and how we 
will be together.  It will mean that we follow our mission statement as seen 
just to the right of this column.  Here is where we will find our direction and 
energy.   

I believe that now, as a result of national developments, we will be called up-
on even more to bear witness to justice and to engage others in discussion 
around liberal thoughts and ideas as developed by some of the great Unitari-
an Universalist thinkers of their times.  I think we are well poised to take a 
leadership role in the community to demonstrate by our words and actions 
what  it means to be a UU! 

I look forward to our journey together! 

Betsy Moran, Chair of the Parish Committee 

First Church Vision 
Lauren Soucy, Choir Director    
Jesse Blackman, Musician  
Reverend Dr. Susan Suchocki Brown, Minister Emerita 
 
Working toward a peaceful and just world, guided by Love 

February  2017 
 

First Church Unitarian Universalist 

15 West Street 

Leominster MA 01453 

(978) 537-0310 

 

1stchurchoffice@verizon.net 

 

www.firstchuchuu.org 

http://www.firstchurchuu.org


 

 

Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics 
 

Feb 5th: “Guardian Angels” 
Feb 12th: “Standing on the Side of Love” 
Feb 19th: “Listening to the Evidence” 
Feb 26th: To Be Determined 

Notes from the Parish Committee 
        

                Our January meeting focused solely on our church building and general 

structure.   Rev. Susan walked the Parish Committee throughout all the nooks and 

crannies of the church and pointed out all the things that need to be examined and 

watched over.  This was quite an education!  I saw places I didn’t even know existed!  

It was pretty clear that we need a Buildings and Grounds Committee to help us look 

after our beautiful church structure.  Please reach out to Betsy or Lenore if you would 

like to be involved with a B&G team. 

 Also at the meeting we discussed an updated building use policy where all 

phases of building use, key dispersal, deposits, fees and reservations are clearly de-

fined.  There is a copy on the bulletin board in the office.  You can also receive a copy 

by email by asking Lenore. 

 Our next meeting is February 8th at 6:30pm.  Come at 6:00 for fellowship 

and food.  

 Many thanks, Betsy 

 

Transitional Ministry Update 
 

 As of this writing (Friday Jan 20th) we have interviewed one of two finalists 
for the position of part-time Minister.  We had to reschedule one interview to the 
week of January 23rd.   Once we have met the second candidate, the transitional 
ministry search committee will put forth a name to the Parish Committee with the 
recommendation to enter into a contract.  We will call a special PC meeting to move 
this process along as quickly as possible.  We anticipate that an offer will be extended 
by the middle of February. 
 We were very impressed with the interview of the first candidate and exam-
ple delivered sermon.  We anticipate the same of the second candidate from what 
we’ve seen and read so far.   
                If you have any specific questions, please let Betsy Moran 
(bam36uu@gmail.com), Lynn Radford, Stephanie Trudel or Claire Griffith know.  We 
will do our best to answer any and all questions.  If you would like to ask a question 
anonymously, please drop your question in the collection plate at church on any Sun-
day morning or send a note to the office at 15 West St, Leominster MA 01453 
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Pledges 

If you have not returned your pledge 

form please do so by February 28th so 

that the Parish Committee can have an 

accurate record for the new year.  

******************************* 

The LUUnch Box  

Feb. 15, 2017 
 

Please join us on Feb 15th for the 
LUUnchBox (aka. Soup!) from 12 – 
1pm. There will be soup, bread and 
dessert and plenty of conversation and 
friendly fellowship.  All are welcome. 
Invite your neighbors and friends to 
come with you. 
******************************* 

UUA Common Read  

2016-2017 

 

 The story embeds the 

current movement in the 

larger story of racial and 

economic justice move-

ments since the Civil War. 

He demonstrates his con-

viction that justice movements are 

born in response to local experiences 

of larger injustices and that such 

movements thrive only when those 

involved do the hard work of coalition 

building.  

Building Use 
 

Please continue to notify Lenore Scully if you are using the building for any purpose. She is responsible for the 

building usage management and needs to know when and if the building is being used. The Parish Committee have 

worked on revamping building use policies and procedures. If you have any questions or issues you wish to have 

addressed about the building be in touch with Betsy Moran and/or any member of the Parish Committee and Le-

nore Scully in the office. If there are maintenance issues that need to be addressed put a note in the office or com-

municate with Betsy. It is crucial that the office be informed of any and all needs. They should be in writing to Le-

nore Scully; she will then make decisions and be in communication with Betsy Moran as determined.  

mailto:bam36uu@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Book Discussion Group  
 

What:  Alex & Me: How a Scientist and 
a Parrot Discovered a Hidden 
World of Animal Intelligence--
and Formed a Deep Bond in 
the Process by Irene Pepper-
berg 
 

Alex & Me is the remarkable true story 
of an extraordinary relationship be-
tween psychologist Irene M. Pepper-
berg and Alex, an African Grey parrot 
who proved scientists and accepted 
wisdom wrong by demonstrating an 
astonishing ability to communicate and 
understand complex ideas. A New York 
Times bestseller and selected as one of 
the paper’s Top Ten Books of the Year, 
Alex & Me is much more that the story 
of an incredible scientific break-
through. It’s a poignant love story and 
an affectionate remembrance of Pep-
perberg’s irascible, unforgettable, and 
always surprising best friend. 
 

When:  Friday, February 24th at 7:30 

pm  

 

Where: First Church office 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

Amy Kerswill……………Feb. 12 

Greg Aldrich…………….Feb. 13 

Greely Summers……..Feb. 14 

Edward Summers…….Feb. 19 

Ron Brown …………......Feb. 21 

Adam Goodwin………..Feb. 21 

Donna Normile…………Feb.29 
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Changes in Our Newsletter 
 

          In the interest of Going Green and reducing our dependency on paper we 

would like to transfer over to a primarily emailed newsletter.  Many people 

currently receive a paper copy and an emailed version.  We realize that several 

current newsletter recipients do not have or are uncomfortable with email.  

For these people, we will print a limited number of hardcopies for postal mail.  

Right now we physically print and mail several hundred paper copies.  We 

could reduce our carbon footprint and save money by going to an electronic 

version.  In addition, we could enhance our recently revamped newsletter with 

more color pictures and photos.  We would also not be constrained by size of 

the newsletter and be able to offer more relevant content.  There are many 

benefits of going primarily to email.  We are targeting April's newsletter to be 

delivered primarily by email. 

        If you need to receive a hardcopy of the newsletter, please call the office 

(978 537-0310) and let us know.  If you wish to receive the newsletter via 

email and don't already, please email the office at 

1stchurchoffice@verizon.net to let us know. 

 

Adult Religious Education 
  

Our adult religious education class, Cakes for the Queen of 

Heaven, will meet on Feb.  from 10:00 AM to noon.   This 

group is open to all women; we will continue to discuss the 

classic 1987 book, The Chalice and The Blade by Raine Eisler. If 

you have any questions or are thinking of participating, please 

contact Diane O'Hare. 
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Ladies Benevolent Society 

 

The Lady Bee's will meet in February on Monday February 13th at 
7:00 PM.  All women members and friends of First Church are in-
vited to attend.  We will meet downstairs in the Lady Bee's room.  Refreshments 
will be served.  Questions?  See Claire at church on Sundays. 
 

 

 

 

Growth & Vitality/Membership 
 

The February Growth and Vitality/Membership Committee meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, February 7th at 5:00 PM in the church office.  Friends and members of 
First Church are always welcome to attend.  Questions?  See Claire after church on 
Sunday. 
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MLK Celebration 

       On January 16th , the 18th Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 

was held at First Church.  A large turn-out of attendees enjoyed brunch followed by 

a wonderful program.  Poignant remarks were made by City of Leominster Mayor 

Dean Mazzarella and United States Congressman Jim McGovern.  Angelita Santiago, 

a local civil rights activist, advocate and educator for more than 30 years, was hon-

ored for her work on behalf of children, families and others needing assistance nav-

igating school and community resources.  As a Leominster Spanish American Center 

board member, she has used her fluency in multiple Spanish dialects and English to 

help bridge communities. 

       The Keynote Speaker was Rev. Dr. Sandras M. Barnes who is a teacher, an edu-

cator and an ordained minister.  She gave a thought-provoking speech about the 

history of racism in education and the importance of ensuring that all of our chil-

dren receive the opportunity to learn and grow to reach their fullest capabilities. To 

complete the program there was a performance by the Leominster High School Hip 

Hop Culture Class members. 

   ******************************************************************* 

Interfaith Community Gathering 

        On the evening of the inauguration, Jan. 20th there was an Interfaith Commu-

nity Gathering at the Congregation Agudat Achim. It was a special evening of pray-

er, readings, meditation, reflection and uplifting music led by the Leominster Area 

Interfaith Clergy. This gathering was planned in response to the proliferation of 

hate, divisiveness and fear of differences in our country and in our state. It was 

quite evident that everyone who attended left there with some hope and faith that 

we can, as a united front, make sure that all voices are heard and justice prevails. 

        Prior to the Interfaith gathering on Jan. 20th, approximately 25 attendees com-

prised of members of First Church and a few new faces from other near-by UU 

churches met at First Church to share a quick meal and time of being together in 

our community.  With Rev. Susan asking the pertinent questions, we discussed the 

importance of receiving correct and accurate “news” information and finding the 

best media sources that focus on the facts.  We also discussed how we can best 

respond to the changes that the new government will soon be making. Two action 

items that came out of the meeting was first, to investigate the Indivisible Move-

ment which developed after the publication of the Indivisible Guide and second, to 

create a Facebook page, Common Cause and Common Sense, for sharing news and 

reputable news sources.  The Facebook page can be found here https://

www.facebook.com/groups/commoncauseandcommonsense/  

******************************************************************* 
Ours has been yesterday 
Ours will be today and 
Ours will be tomorrow. 

 
Ours is this community, this city,  
this world, this universe, this life. 

If we make it ours by the largeness and strength 
of our love and our giving. 

 
Ours is the Commonwealth of all 

-now and tomorrow 
-building and yet to be built. 

 
Go out now and be a vehicle of love, of life to build. 

-Rev. Susan Suchocki Brown 

Dates to Remember at a 
Glance 

 February 

Feb 7th: Growth and Vitality/Membership 

Committee at church at 5:00.  

Feb 8th: Parish Committee meet at 6:00 

for food and 6:30 for meeting 

Feb 13th: Lady Bee’s meeting at 7 pm at 

Church 

Feb 15th:  Lay Worship Committeeat 5:00 

Feb 15th:  The LUUnch Box at noon 

Feb 24th:  Book Discussion Group at 7:30 

Jan 18th: Cakes for the Queen of Heaven 
 

Wish List 

 
Napkins 

Large Microfiber Mop Head 

Glass Cleaner 

Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

Regular Pine Sol or Other Cleaner 

Torch Lighters 

Dish Soap (for upstairs and downstairs) 

Socks for Homeless (all sizes) 

Coffee (both regular and decaf) 

Food for Homeless (no kitchen required) 

Large Cans of Cocoa 

Butter  
 

All Donations Are Greatly Appreciated!!  

 
 

Remember Your Loved Ones with 
“The Church with the Lighted  

Window” 
 
The lighted window can be dedicated in a 
loved one’s name, for example an anni-
versary of a death or a celebration of a 

special occasion, etc.  Please contact the 
office if interested in reserving; it will be 
displayed in the order of service and in 

the newsletter.  We are requesting a small 
donation fee of $40 for one month. 


