
 

 

From Our Minister 

Blessed be the longing that brought you here and quickens your soul with wonder.  

– John O’Donohue 

          

            In recent years, I’ve been leading small congregations with big hearts. Each one, in its 

own way, lives out the people’s longing to join together, be deeply nourished, and realize 

the possibilities of a free faith. As you face a new beginning, I look forward to sharing the 

journey with you. 

          I carry a few basic assumptions: That you, as member or friend, care deeply about this 

church and what it stands for. That your doors are open to new ideas and new people. That 

you are spiritually fed here in various ways: through Sunday services; in helping to make 

events happen and keeping the doors open; in looking out for one another in times of joy 

and sorrow; in demonstrating the promise of a positive future and making it real. 

          I understand that you are diverse in the ways you search for meaning and talk about 

it, whether in terms of “God” (a placeholder for many names), or Earth, or Reason, to name a few. This is a strength I 

intend to honor. I have my own theology-in-progress and you have yours; may we continue to learn from one anoth-

er! You should know that what I say from the pulpit is never a pronouncement to be swallowed or rejected whole. It’s 

just me modeling one way of responding to the human condition, and trying put words and actions around things that 

matter. It’s an invitation to dialogue.  

          In the wake of Susan’s retirement, your leaders have done a superb job of keeping the church running. We now 

have the opportunity to look at the infrastructure, to tie up loose ends, and to clarify the ways things get done, or 

could get done. At the same time, we need to develop an awareness of shared priorities and hopes for the future. The 

more we talk and listen, and the more of us who do, the better. This transitional work needs to happen alongside the 

“routine” work of ministry (which isn’t so very routine) such as Sunday services, seasonal festivals, rites of passage, 

and sharing life’s challenges and celebrations.   

          In changing over from a full-time settled minister to one with a half-time contract, I invite you to consider what 

“ministry” means to you. Let me suggest that it’s not simply what the minister does; it never was. It’s what the con-

gregation does, in living out its purpose and promise. As your minister, I collaborate with you in bringing this about – 

and try to wrap words around it. In closing, I offer these words, again from John O’Donohue: 

          May you come to recognize your longing as a divine urgency. May you have the courage to listen to the voice of 

desire that disturbs you when you would have settled for something safe. May you have the wisdom to enter gener-

ously into your own unease, to discover the direction your longing wants you to take. May the forms of your belonging 

– in love, creativity and friendship – be equal to the grandeur and the call of your soul. May your dreams gradually re-

veal the destiny of your desire. 

           In faith, 
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Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics 
 

Sept. 10th:  “Challenges Big and Small”  
Sept. 17th:  “Mountains and Rivers: An Ingathering Service”,              
Rev. Taylor.  Pot luck brunch will follow service. 
Sept. 24th:  “The Social Contract”  

 

 

Notes from the Parish Committee 
 

 

 

       Welcome September and welcome everyone to a new Church year!   

At our last meeting in June, we welcomed new Parish Committee mem-

bers, Marilyn and Paula Murphy.  We looked over our by-laws that, as 

a congregation, we discussed during our May Bi-Annual meeting.  We 

made the suggested edits that came out of our bi-annual meeting and 

will have those available in draft form for all to review at the end of 

September.  We can put the draft up on the Members section of the 

website so if you want to review more carefully, you can download a 

copy.  (Plug for the Members section of the website! – contact Betsy if 

you need help registering for or logging into the Members section).  

Please remember that we will be voting on these by-law changes at our 

October Bi-annual Meeting. 

      Regretfully, Amy Goodwin, has announced her resignation as Treas-

urer and Chair of the Finance Committee.  She will remain as Treasurer 

until October when we will have a special election at our Bi-Annual 

meeting.  We are currently looking for nominations to the position.  If 

you are interested or would like to nominate anyone, please let me or 

the Nominating Committee (Lynn Radford, Stephanie Trudel, Norman 

St. Denis) know as soon as possible. 

      HUGE Kudos go out to the Buildings and Grounds team this summer 

for keeping our church grounds in excellent shape.  Many hands and 

many hours were involved in weeding, planting and mulching to make 

the front and sides of the church beautiful.  THANK YOU!!!! 

      On August 26th, the Parish Committee held a retreat at First Church 

to meet with Rev Bruce to start our work together.  We had the help of 

a facilitator from the New England Region of the UUA (NER-UUA) who 

helped us with learning about ourselves.  We identified some areas of 

focus for the PC this year and highlighted the need to be more strategic 

and forward thinking about our future. 

These are exciting times! 

Until next time…….          Betsy 
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“Mountains and Rivers: An 

Ingathering Service” 

Sept 17th 

Rev. Taylor 

        Ancients and sages, and 

mystics of all ages, have 

revered mountains and riv-

ers. The one speaks of soli-

tude, permanence and tran-

scendence; the other of unity 

and a churning life-force. In 

the quest for meaning we 

confront mystery in both 

ways which, like the moun-

tains and rivers themselves, 

create and shape each other.  

        On these first two Sun-

days after Labor Day, Septem-

ber 10 and 17, we celebrate 

our coming together with a 

water ritual. Bringing water 

we’ve gathered from far and 

near, we pour it into a com-

mon vessel. In so doing this, 

we honor the ways in which 

our lives flow together, like 

individual streams, into the 

common life.  



 

 

 

First Church Unitarian Universalist  
Mission Statement  

We are an open and accepting commu-
nity working for justice and equality 
for all through nurturing relationships 
and providing service to each other 

and in the greater community  

Contacts: 

 First Church Unitarian Universalist 

15 West Street 

Leominster MA 01453 

(978) 537-0310 

 www.firstchuchuu.org 

Minister: Rev. Bruce C. Taylor 

minister@firstchurchuu.org 

 

Administrator: Lenore Scully 

1stchurchoffice@verizon.net 

  

Newsletter: Chris Uhlig 

cauhlig2002@yahoo.com  

  

Web/Emailing: Betsy Moran  

bam36uu@gmail.com 

  

 Attention!! 

Newsletter via E-Mail 
 

We are no longer doing a hardcopy bulk 

mailing.  If you would like to continue 

receiving a copy or know someone who 

would like a copy, please contact the 

office and let us know your email ad-

dress or if you need a hardcopy by 

emailing to Lenore@ 

1stchurchoffice@verizon.net  Subject: 

add to newsletter email 

Contributions 

If you want to contribute anything for 

October’s newsletter, please send it to 

cauhlig2002@yahoo.com by Sept.18th. 
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September Book Group meeting Friday September 22, 

2017 at 7:30pm in church office 
Book:  The Storyteller by Jodi Picoult 

Mourning the passing of her mother, Sage Singer de-

cides to attend a grief support group. She doesn’t ex-

pect to start an unlikely friendship with an elderly 

man also attending. Josef Weber is a beloved, retired 

teacher and Little League coach. Together they at-

tempt to heal. 

But one day he asks Sage for a favor: to kill him. 
Shocked, Sage refuses but then he confesses his dark-
est and long-buried secret, one that irrevocably 
changes Sage’s worldview. She suddenly finds herself 

facing questions she never expected, such as what do 
you do when evil lives next door? Can someone who’s committed a truly 
heinous act ever atone for it with subsequent good behavior? Should 

you offer forgiveness to someone if you aren’t the party who was 

wronged? And most of all, if Sage even considers his request, is it mur-

der or justice? The Storyteller explores these issues and more in this 
“profound and moving novel about secrets, lies, and how the power of 
stories can change the course of history”.  (From Amazon.com) 

Grains and Greens Food Pantry Benefits from Hannaford 

Cause Bag Program in September 
 

We are elated to share that Grains for 
Greens food pantry has been chosen by 
Twin City Leominster Hannaford as the 

latest beneficiary of the Hannaford 

Cause Bag program! Every time the re-
usable Fight Hunger bag is purchased 

at the Twin City Leominster Hannaford 
during the month of September 2017, 

we receive 25 cents . Please visit the 
Leominster store located at: 927 Merri-

am Ave, Twin City Plaza, Leominster MA. find the reusable bag rack and 

buy the Fight Hunger bag! 

Ladies Benevolent Society 
 

We will meet on Monday September 11th at 7:pm at First 
Church in the lower level of the building.  Coffee and re-
freshments will be served. We will be making baskets for 
the Johnny Appleseed fair which occurs on Sat. Sept. 23rd 

from 9 to 5. Please bring items and ideas for theme baskets. All mem-
bers and friends of FCUU are welcome to attend the meeting. We can 

use your help. Membership in Lady Bees is not necessary. Please plan on 
attending the fair and giving some time at the table.  Questions? See 

Claire at church or leave a message at (978) 502 3275.  

http://www.firstchurchuu.org
mailto:minister@firstchurchuu.org
mailto:1stchurchoffice@verizon.net
mailto:cauhlig2002@yahoo.com
mailto:bam36uu@gmail.com
mailto:1stchurchoffice@verizon.net
mailto:cauhlig2002@yahoo.com
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Dates to Remember at a 
Glance 

 September 

Sept. 11th: Lady B’s at 7:00 at church  

Sept. 17th: Pot luck bunch after service. 

Sept. 21st:  Parish Committee at 6:30 

Sept. 23rd: Johnny Appleseed Fair 9 am 

Sept. 23rd: Adam Bergeron concert at 7 pm 

******************************* 

The Mad, Mad World of  

Adam Bergeron 
 

Adam will have a concert at the church on 

September 23rd at 7 pm!  For ore infor-

mation visit the church’s or Adam’s  web-

site: www.facebook.com/

themadmadworldofadambergeron. 

 

“The Church with the Lighted  

Window” 
  

Remember your loved ones with the church 

with the lighted window.  Please contact 

the office if interested in reserving; it will be 

displayed in the order of service and in the 

newsletter.  

 

 

 

Sharing the Collection Plate  

For September 
 

On September 10th and 17th, any cash 

that is collected separate of designated 

pledge money will be donated to the Hou-

ston relief efforts following the effects from 

hurricane Harvey.  
 

The LUUnch Box  
 

The next church community lunch will be 

held in October! 

Website and Social Media: 

 
     We have an FAQ (frequently asked question) section to our website 

www.firstchurchuu.org We need to have more questions and answers in 

this section.  Please click on the FAQs and suggest some questions that 

would be helpful for visitors to know about us. 

     We have a First Church Facebook Page in addition to the First Church 

Group that many are active in.  The Page https://www.facebook.com/

FirstChurchUULeominster/ is our front door to many in the community. 

If you have not yet visited the page, please do so and like or follow the 

page.  Please feel free to post and comment.  The Group https://

www.facebook.com/groups/10150128291185623/ is our online com-

munity of members and friends.  Please visit both Facebook sites. 

     We also have a Twitter presence https://twitter.com/

FCUU_Leominster where we will be “Tweeting the Sermon” on Sundays 

and tweeting from various events at Church. Please follow First Church 

on Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/firstchurchleominster/.   

The Johnny Appleseed fair is on Sept. 23rd from 9 to. 

If you can help out setting up before the fair, manning the 

table during or with clean-up after, please let Bill Coulter 

or someone on the events committee know.  

2017 – 2018 UUA Common Reads 
 

The UUA Common Read has been announced.  This year two books have been 

chosen.  If you would like to participate to read and discuss the books, please 

let Betsy Moran know.  We can get a discount on 5 or more books from the 

UUA Bookstore.  Even if you are not a reader, please think about joining us to 

discuss these important topics. 

 

Daring Democracy: Igniting Power, Meaning, and Connec-

tion for the America We Want, by Frances Moore Lappe  and 

Adam Eichen, (Beacon Press, September 2017) lifts up the 

importance of democracy itself. It examines the anti-

democracy movement that led to the Trump presidency, then 

offers a vision and call to action to save the democracy we 

thought we had and to take our civic life to a place it has nev-

er been 

This book will be published the end of September 

 

Centering: Navigating Race, Authenticity, and Power in 

Ministry, edited by Mitra Rahnema (Skinner House, 2017), 

centers the stories, analysis, and insights of a number of Uni-

tarian Universalist religious leaders of color as they explore 

how racial identity is made both visible and invisible in Uni-

tarian Universalist communities. 

http://www.firstchurchuu.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchUULeominster/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchUULeominster/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/10150128291185623/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/10150128291185623/
https://twitter.com/FCUU_Leominster
https://twitter.com/FCUU_Leominster
https://www.instagram.com/firstchurchleominster/


 

 

Pictures of the 
Buildings and 
Grounds Team 
hard at work! 

 

Social Justice and Action: 
Stephanie Trudel, Betsy Moran and Lauren 
Soucy attended the Fight Supremacy! Bos-
ton Counter-Protest & Resistance Rally at 
Boston Common August 19 representing 

First Church Leominster 

GA 2017 in New Orleans 

 
Debra Guthrie, Betsy Moran and  

Rev. Susan Suchocki Brown  
during the Service of the Living Tradition 

Photo credit Mark Moran 

Photo credits:  Marilyn Murphy 


