
 

 

 

From Our Minister 

       

         As the days grow shorter and the darkness comes earlier, the twilight of the year approaches. I still remember 

the warm days of autumn as if they were yesterday, sunlight shading from gold to copper as the day slowly matured 

into evening. A series of heavy rains put an end to this, downing the remaining leaves and 

ushering in the wind and cold, which can seem so raw when you’re not used to it. I search 

for my down jacket, a wool hat, and two gloves that still match, and I’m thinking: it’s not 

summer anymore! 

        The joys of winter are the inverse of summer’s. Before was the sweet breath of morning 

dew. Now, the cold air rushes to meet me when I open the front door, inviting me to do the 

same as I greet the world. Before, the harvest moon hung low in the evening sky. Now it’s 

the stars that are so close, suspended in a silence so tangible that you can hear their music 

in moments of clarity and awe. Before, the days were long. Now, both dusk and dawn un-

fold in our waking hours. We witness the ongoing creation of day and night, each one 

emerging and disappearing into the other. We see time happening. 

        Years ago, travelling in Switzerland in the wintertime, I stopped in St. Gallen to see the famous cathedral there. 

The weather wasn’t cold that day, but it was raw; the town square was covered in a blanket of wet snow. Nothing 

moved that I could see as the daylight waned in the late afternoon, daytime colors receding into shades of grey. Em-

bracing this invitation to solitude, I first passed through a place of loneliness, thinking, I’m wet and cold, and nobody 

knows me here. 

        A single ray of light pierces this scene. Across the square, a candle in a tavern window sends its flickering dance of 

color through red, rippled glass. It changes everything. 

        To the tired traveler the candle sends a signal of safety, warmth and companionship. That warmth finds its way 

into the corners of my soul. I start to imagine the place from which the light comes.  

        During Advent, we enter the twilight time together. We come to that place where day and night meet and inter-

mingle, a place for prayer and joyous anticipation. In the silence we hear music. In the gentle darkness we await the 

coming of the light – a light that we have already seen, if only from a great distance – a light that shines through us. 

 
                In faith, 
 

 

 

            

                Rev. Bruce Taylor          
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Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics 
 

Dec. 3rd: “A Work in Progress” 
Dec. 10th: “And There Was Light”, Rev. Bruce Taylor 
Dec. 17th: “Mindful Meditation” 
Dec. 24th: “Charles Dickens, Unitarian”, Rev. Bruce Taylor 
Dec. 31st: New Year’s Labyrinth Service 
 

Notes from the Parish Committee 
 

Hi Everyone - I hope you all had a good first holiday of the sea-

son and that the rest of the year goes smoothly. 

 

The PC met in November with Karyn Woodward who has been researching 

grant opportunities for First Church to apply for funding for major building pro-

jects, namely our bell tower.  We have some recommendations for engaging 

structural engineers to look at the tower and the renovations required for re-

pair and maintenance.  The grants we are looking for will cover the thorough 

examination to determine the extent of the repair with an associated cost.  

Once we get this cost then there are other funding opportunities to actually 

cover the cost of the construction. All this researching and information gather-

ing is time consuming and we need some people interested in joining a Grants 

Team to work with Karyn.  This is a good opportunity to work on a much need-

ed church project.  Our magnificent and historic building, our congregational 

heart and community center is in need of some much needed care and atten-

tion. 

 

Along the same lines, on the PC we have been discussing the need for a Capital 

Campaign Committee comprised of members of the Parish and Finance Com-

mittees along with Congregational members at large to begin planning for rais-

ing monies for large scale projects.  Such projects could include making the 

church more energy efficient with LED bulbs, updated electrical wiring and 

many others.  Here again we could use some members of the congregation to 

join us for brainstorming, research and planning.   

 

In our meeting we also talked about how First Church can make more of a com-

munity impact as our mission calls for us to attend to.    We will continue on 

this topic in our December meeting and beyond.  Please join us for our next 

meeting on December 14 at 6:30 or if you have ideas, please let me know. 

         Until next time….. 
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“And There Was Light” 

 December 10th 

 Rev. Bruce Taylor  
      

     Born in Paris and blinded in an 

accident at the age of seven, 

Jacques Lusseyran never lost his 

sense of vision. Guided by the 

vivid, ongoing experience of an 

inner light, he drew upon prodi-

gious gifts of empathy and emo-

tional intelligence to make his 

way in the world. In the face of 

Nazi occupation, he played a cen-

tral role in creating and leading a 

youth resistance movement. To-

day's sermon traces the path and 

significance of an exemplary life.. 
 

 

 

“Charles Dickens, Unitarian” 

December 24th 

 Rev. Bruce Taylor  
    

       When people think of Christ-

mas, they often remember 

Charles Dickens and “A Christmas 

Carol”. Did you know that Dick-

ens was a Unitarian? This Sunday, 

we will learn how Dickens’ expe-

rience of Unitarianism influenced 

his social conscience and views 

on human nature. 

 



 

 

 

First Church Unitarian Universalist  
Mission Statement  

We are an open and accepting commu-
nity working for justice and equality 

for all through nurturing relationships 
and providing service to each other 

and in the greater community  

Contacts: 

 First Church Unitarian Universalist 

15 West Street 

Leominster MA 01453 

(978) 537-0310 

 www.firstchuchuu.org 

Minister: Rev. Bruce C. Taylor 

minister@firstchurchuu.org 

 

Administrator: Lenore Scully 

1stchurchoffice@verizon.net 

  

Newsletter: Chris Uhlig 

cauhlig2002@yahoo.com  

  

Web/Emailing: Betsy Moran  

bam36uu@gmail.com 

  

 Attention!! 

Newsletter via E-Mail 
We are no longer doing a hardcopy bulk 

mailing.  If you would like to continue 

receiving a copy or know someone who 

would like a copy, please contact the 

office and let us know your email ad-

dress.  Contact Lenore at 

1stchurchoffice@verizon.net  Subject: 

add to newsletter email 

If you need a hard copy please call the 

office and give Lenore your address. 

Contributions 

If you want to contribute anything for 

January’s newsletter, please send it to 

cauhlig2002@yahoo.com by Dec. 18th. 
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December Book Group meeting Friday December 8, 2017 

at 7:30pm in church office 
 

The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah 
 

Despite their differences, sisters Vianne and Isabelle have 
always been close. Younger, bolder Isabelle lives in Paris 

while Vianne is content with life in the French country-
side with her husband Antoine and their daughter. But 

when the Second World War strikes, Antoine is sent off to fight and Vi-
anne finds herself isolated, so Isabelle is sent by their father to help her. 
As the war progresses, the sisters' relationship and strength are tested. 

With life changing in unbelievably horrific ways, Vianne and Isabelle 
will find themselves facing frightening situations and responding in 

ways they never thought possible as bravery and resistance take differ-

ent forms in each of their actions. 

 

November Membership Meeting 
 

The next meeting for the Membership and Growth and Vitality committee 
will be held on Thursday, December 7th at 6:00 pm in the church office at 
FCUU.  
 

Grains and Greens Food Pantry Benefits from Hannaford 
Cause Bag Program in December 
 

We are elated to share that Grains for Greens 
food pantry has been chosen by the Townsend 
Hannaford as the latest beneficiary of the Han-
naford Cause Bag program! Every time the reus-
able Fight Hunger bag is purchased at the Town-
send Hannaford during the month of December 
2017, we receive 25 cents. Please visit the Townsend store located at: 
18 Main St., Harbor Village Shopping Center, Townsend MA., find the 
reusable bag rack and buy the Fight Hunger bag! 
 
                      “The Church with the Lighted Window” 

 The Lighted Window for December is in memory of  

Ruth Weeks and  Edmund Willrich  

    from all of us at First Church  

 
 

Ladies Benevolent Society 
 

The Lady Bee's will be gathering for our annual holiday dinner 
on Monday December 11th at 6:30 pm. Please bring food to share for 10-
12 people and a gift (about $10-15) for a Yankee Swap. This event is open 
to all members of the Lady Bees. Questions?  Please contact Chris at (978) 

534-6488 or see Betsy at church on Sunday. 
 

http://www.firstchurchuu.org
mailto:minister@firstchurchuu.org
mailto:1stchurchoffice@verizon.net
mailto:cauhlig2002@yahoo.com
mailto:bam36uu@gmail.com
mailto:1stchurchoffice@verizon.net
mailto:cauhlig2002@yahoo.com
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Dates to Remember at a 
Glance 

 December 

Dec. 2nd: Winter Stroll 2-5pm 

Dec. 7th: Membership Committee at 6:00 

Dec. 8th:  Book Discussion Group at  7:30 

Dec,.8th and 9th: Mark Marquis and 

Friends concert (snow date Dec. 10)  

Dec. 10th: Adult R.E. at 12:00 

Dec. 11th: Lady B’s holiday potluck at 6:30  

Dec. 13th :  LUUnch Box  at 12:00 
Dec. 14th:  Parish Committee at 6:30 

******************************* 
 

 

 

Sharing the Collection Plate  

For December 
  

On December 17th, any cash that is collect-

ed separate of designated pledge money 

will be donated to Karen’s Closet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December Birthdays 
Connor Greene…………….Dec. 8 

Mary Pariseau………………Dec.9 

Rick Flammia………………..Dec.10 

Wendy Aldrich………….....Dec. 15 

Pat Robinson………………..Dec. 20 

Page Winterberg………….Dec. 27 

Lynn Radford……………….Dec.29 
 

LUUnch Box Soup 

Dec. 13, 2017 
  

Please join us on Dec. 13 for the 
LUUnchBox Soup from 12 – 1pm. There 
will be soup, bread, dessert and plenty 

of conversation and friendly fellowship.  
All are welcome. Invite your neighbors 

and friends to come with you. 

Message from Rev. Bruce on Availability and Office Hours 
 

I respond promptly to email and messages on my cell phone (603-233-3554) 

between 9:00am and 9:00pm, Tuesday through Sunday. (Monday is my Sab-

bath). For pastoral emergencies, please call me anytime and I will respond as 

soon as I can. In December, I plan to be in the office on the following days.  
Wednesdays 12/6, 12/13, 12/20 and 12/27 from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.  
Thursdays 12/7, 12/14, 12/21 and 12/28 from 3:00 P.M to 6:00 P.M.  

(and available for scheduled Thursday evening meetings) 

Since these hours may change due to unforeseen circumstances, I encourage 

you to call ahead. 
 

Exploring Unitarian Universalism:  

a Faith Formation Series for Adults 
 

This series presents the essential values and teachings of our progressive 

faith tradition, with plenty of time for reflection and small-group discussion. 

This series addresses the needs of newcomers who want to know more about 

who we are and what we believe. It is equally valuable for long-time mem-

bers, as an opportunity to share and reflect on the experience of Unitarian 

Universalism and the ways it shapes our lives for the better.  

This series is based on the Tapestry of Faith curriculum of the Unitarian Uni-

versalist Association. We will meet after Sunday services from 12:00 – 1:30 

P.M. on the following dates: 

• December 10: Historic Roots 

• January 7: Living Into Change: Practices of Religious Education and Social 

Justice 

• January 27: Life of a Congregation, and the Meaning of Membership 

If you have questions or would like to register, please contact Rev. Bruce Tay-

lor at minister@firstchurchuu.org or see the church newsletter for contact 

information.  

 
 

The Most Peaceful Night of the Year 
  

Mark Marquis and Friends, the Most Peaceful Night of the Year concert will 

be on Dec 8th and 9th at 7:30pm. Tickets are $10 at City Music, Wavelengths, 

Salvi’s Barbershop, Monument Square Music and at the door.  All proceeds 

will be donated! Snow date would be on the 10th. 

 

 
  

Winter Stroll 
 

Please join us for our sixth year of participation in the Winter Stroll on Dec. 
2nd.  We are serving free hot chocolate and cookies and will have vendors 
selling crafts, jewelry, art work, and various other gifts.  We need cookies, 
cocoa and helpers from 12 to 5pm 
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Lady B’s busy  

      crafting for  

         the Winter Stroll 


