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Special points of interest 

 From the Parish Committee  

 Plans for Continued Professional Ministry 

First Church Unitarian Universalist 
Mission Statement 

We are an open and accepting 
community working for justice 

and equality for all through nur-
turing relationships and provid-
ing service to each other and in 

the greater community  
 

 

Ministerial Musings 

     I have always been intrigued how history and transition can come together.  
Some people find history boring  or not relevant to our everyday life, but I am not 
one .  When I came to First  Church UU in Leominster the congregation was celebrat-
ing its 250th anniversary. In my first year I had the awesome opportunity to work 
with members of a church historical committee as we put together a book of our 
story from September 1743 to September 1993.  I worked with Sherwin Drury, Ed      
Willrich, Marge Rogers, Keith Lauer and Barbara Doyle.  One regret of my upcoming 
retirement will be that there has not been a historian or group of historians since 
then and much of the history of the last 24 years will be found only by combing 
through old minutes, reports and records; I also have  four or five pages of notes 
that I will leave behind to at least give a foundation for this history.  But I hope that 
someone will pick up this mantle of responsibility. 

 

     We at First Church, have been and continue to be part of the traditions and are 
making history in Leominster.  The one tradition that I have been thinking about has 
been the way the Common, which once belonged to us, has continued to be the gath-
ering place for all matters of importance that occur in Leominster.  The Common 
was always the meeting place for the community, on it were at least two buildings 
and the place where John Chapman was christened and where any and all town 
meetings and business was enacted  until the mid 1840’s.  We deeded the Common 
to the town but we retain an element of influence  over what happens there.  This 
summer we met on the Common many times to demonstrate and to if not lead, be a 
large part of Leominster’s community events.  The first was following the killings/
shootings in Orlando, Fla., the second was as we came together for a time of mourn-
ing when five police officers were killed in Dallas, the third was a vigil of support  
when a young woman, Vanessa, whose family lives in Leominster, was murdered in 
nearby Princeton, and the fourth was Sunday, September 25 for a day of music and 
singing to remember and recognize the victims and families of those who died by 
gun violence.  We are an important presence in downtown Leominster.  Our Com-
mon, our connection to the Common and the knowledge that we are part of a larger  
community is an important tradition that I hope will forever be carried on.   

 

     When First Church Unitarian Universalist folks come together people notice.  
Thank you to all who arranged that event and to those who came and played.  I am 
hearing from many sources that it was appreciated.  Next year, it will be another 
event that we do in public because we are a “Standing on the Side of Love” congre-
gation. 

Rev. Susan 
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Building Use 

If you want to use the church for 

any purpose, committee or event 

please be in contact with Lenore 

at First Church email to coordi-

nate schedules. 

Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics 
 
October 2nd: Spirituality in these Times  

October 9th:  Standing on the side of love  

October 16th: Resiliency: Bouncing back  

October 23rd: Planning ahead- Biannual meeting  

 

Notes from The Parish Committee 
Merry Meet! 
The Parish Committee met on September 14 and will meet the 2nd Wednes-
day of each month at 6:30pm.  Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
During this first meeting we discussed events and issues that occurred 
during the summer break such as the installation of a set of security cam-
eras, the need for a Buildings and Grounds Care Group, and the mainte-
nance of shared space with those who use the building. 
 
One other activity that occurred in August was a retreat for the Parish 
Committee members where we discussed ideas in a highly recommended 
book, Serving with Grace: Lay Leadership as a Spiritual Practice by Erik 
Walker Wikstrom.  A highlight and take away from this book is that 
“Everything is a  good idea for at least 5 minutes”.   
 
We spoke of some of the church events happening in September such as 
Johnny Appleseed Festival and Concert Across America to End Gun Vio-
lence and of some events to happen in October like the Fall Bi-Annual 
Meeting (October 23) and in November when we host a New England Re-
gion UUA workshop on Lay Ministry (November 19).  We also took out cal-
endars to populate with other committee and group meetings. 
 
We also spoke of budgetary and finance issues as well as the process to 
continue professional ministry at First Church when Rev. Susan retires the 
end of January. 
 
Our next meeting is October 12th.  The Agenda will be on the members’ 
portion of the website a couple of days before the meeting. 
 
Merry Part! 
Betsy 
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Soup with Susan 
Oct. 26th 

Please join us from 12:00 to 1:00 for a warm, friendly gathering with soup, bread 
and dessert made by Rev. Susan and fellowship made by all.  All are welcome;  

invite your neighbors and friends to come with you.   

After Church Services 
Please Join Us 

 
Oct 16th: Exploring Unitarian 
Universalism and First Church 
UU right after fellowship 
 
Oct 23rd: Bi-annual meeting 
right after church.  Please get 
reports to office 
1stchurchoffice@verizon.net by 
Oct 18th  
 
Oct 30th: Halloween costumes 
and Pot Luck: no scary, grue-
some, bloody costumes please.  

mailto:1stchurchoffice@verizon.net


 

 

 

Book Group 

The Book Group will meet Oct. 28:  at 
First Church at 7:30pm 

“The All-Girl Filling Station’s Last Re-
union” by Fannie Flagg  

Mrs. Sookie Poole of Point Clear, Alabama, 
has just married off the last of her three 
daughters and is looking forward to relax-
ing and perhaps traveling with her hus-
band, Earle. The only thing left to contend 
with now is her mother, the formidable 
and imposing Lenore Simmons Kracken-
berry ... never an easy task. Lenore may be 
a lot of fun for other people, but is, for the 
most part, an overbearing presence for her 
daughter. Then one day, quite by accident, 
Sookie discovers a shocking secret about 
her mother's past that knocks her for a 
loop and suddenly calls into question eve-
rything she ever thought she knew about 
herself, her family, and her future. 
 

Membership Committee 
 
The membership committee will meet 
this month on Tuesday, October 4th at 
5:00pm in the church office. Questions 
see Claire or Rev. Susan. 
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Plans for Continued Professional Ministry 

     At the Parish Committee Retreat and the first meeting in September we discussed the 

need for continuation of professional ministry for our congregation.  Betsy reached out to 

the New England Region UUA office for guidance and a couple of options were presented; 

a part time permanent minister, a contract minister or an interim minister. 

     The UUA representative said that we at First Church have been incredibly blessed with 

Rev Susan’s 24 years of service to our congregation.  The average tenure for a minister is 5 

– 7 years.  Also, the UUA representative for ministerial transitions suggested that we seri-

ously consider contract/interim ministry at the outset in February 2017.  There are two 

good reasons for that.  The first is timing; winter time is “off cycle” for the ministerial hir-

ing process. We are under a compressed schedule and it would be difficult to go through a 

full search for a permanent minister.  The second reason, however, is more compelling.  

After a long relationship with a single minister, it is often a good idea for the congregation 

to stop and take some time to consider what a relationship with a new minister would 

look like and what qualities and characteristics they would like to see the new minister to 

possess.  It is also a good time for the congregation members to re-examine how they 

want to be in community with each other and how the congregation, as a group, defines 

itself.  

     Based on the UUA’s advice and recommendations from Rev Susan, we are seriously 

considering the contract/interim ministry direction.  We would like to have a trained pro-

fessional interim minister to help us with the transition from one permanent minister to 

another.   A contract minister could also fulfill some roles of an interim, however, an inter-

im has the training to address issues during the transitional period and to help the congre-

gation ask the questions I’ve already mentioned. 

     The next step is for a committee made up of congregational members and parish com-

mittee members to meet and determine the time table, to decide what we can do in that 

time and to prepare a job description for a contract/interim minister. 

     Please contact Betsy Moran by phone (cell phone in the directory) or at bam-

36uu@gmail.com if you have concerns or questions.  Parish Committee members and 

Committee on Ministry are also available to talk after service on any Sunday. 

 
Can you knit, crochet, or quilt? 

The leaves will soon fall and the nights 
will be longer with lots of time to snuggle 
up with your favorite color of yarn and 
make some blankets for ill children 
undergoing medical treatments. Hello 
knitters, crocheters and quilters 
everywhere!  Patterns and yarn are 
available for this project. This is an 
ongoing project for the Worcester Area 
Chapter of Project Linus. Can you help 
us?  If so, contact Claire Griffiths. 
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Ladies Benevolent Society 
The Lady Bee's monthly meeting will be held on Monday, October 

10th at 7:00PM in the Lady Bee's room next to the kitchen.  We will be cele-
brating two birthdays that evening.  We will hear a report concerning our suc-
cess at the Johnny Appleseed fair with our sales of tickets for the raffled bas-
kets.  Thank you for Chris, Diane, Ann and Betsy's contributions to fill many of 
the baskets.  Lauren created the Halloween lottery basket for us. Thank you 
one and all for your help including workers who helped sell tickets during the 
day.   
Monday's activity will include decorating items for the fall lunches delivered to 
Leominster's COA home delivered meals. Come and share both the birthday 
cake and the fellowship.   Questions?  See Claire in church. 
All women of the church are welcome. 

 

Adult R.E. 
 

Our adult religious education class, Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven, will resume it's sixth consecutive session on October 

26th from 10:00 AM to noon.   We will be meeting at the 
church once a month for two hours to learn and discuss to-

gether the book, The Chalice and The Blade by Raine Eisler. If 
you have any questions or are thinking of participating, please 

contact Diane O'Hare or Rev. Susan. 

mailto:bam36uu@gmail.com
mailto:bam36uu@gmail.com


Dates to Remember 

 October 

Oct 2: Carter Park 7:00 Prayer being 
offered for NAMI vigil.  Rev Susan will 
be speaking. 

Oct 4: Membership at 5pm 

Oct. 5: Worship Meeting @ 6pm 

Oct 10: Lady Bee’s Meeting at 7:00pm 

Oct 11: MLK Jr Meeting at 3:30pm 

Oct 12: Parish Committee at 6pm for 
dinner with meeting at 6:30pm 

Oct 15: News for November Newsletter 
due into Chris Uhlig at 
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com 

Oct. 26: Soup with Susan @ 12pm  

Oct 23: Bi-Annual Meeting, election of 
the Nominating Committee 

Oct 28: Book Group @ 7:30pm at the 
church 

 

 

Contacts: 

Church Office: 1stchurchoffice@verizon.net 
(978) 537-0310  www.firstchurchuu.org 

 
 
Rev. Susan: RevSusanuu1@verizon.net 
Betsy Moran: bam36uu@gmail.com 
 
 
Newsletter: Chris Uhlig 
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com  
Web/Emailing: Betsy Moran  
bam36uu@gmail.com 
 

How do you like our “new” newsletter 
format?  Send your comments and any  
suggestions to the above emails. 

Thank-you!!! 
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Standing on the Side of Love is a public advocacy campaign, 

initiated by the Unitarian Universalist Association, to promote respect for the in-
herent worth and dignity of every person. We stand with all who believe that no 
person should be dehumanized through acts of exclusion, oppression, or violence 
based on identity.  

Participation in this campaign is one way we can promote our Mission and to stand  
in the larger community for the inherent worth of all. 

Displaying our signs and wearing a Standing on the Side of Love t-shirt during our 
events is a way of supporting our mission. 

Stay tuned—you will hear more about this during services in the near future! 

 For more information go to http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/ 

Joys and Concerns: 
Lynne Lockhart is back in Sterling Village Assisted Living 
and welcomes visitors.  
 
Ed Willrich is up and around and doing well. 
 
Sebastian, son of Christa and Linda D’Silva to be dedi-
cated on Oct 16th during church service  

 

Birthdays 
 

Mickey Guzman…..……… Oct. 3  

Leigh Pariseau………………Oct. 3 

Jennifer Giordano…..……Oct. 4 

Joe Cardone………………...Oct.8 

Hayden Greene…………..Oct.10 

Fran Nadeau………………..Oct.17 

Ann Drury…………………….Oct.18 

Diane O’Hare………………...Oct.23 

 
 

 
Grains and Greens 

 
We need food for the pantry. The winter months are coming up and we especially 

need supplies and food for those who are homeless.  Cans that don’t need can 

openers, food that can be eaten right from the package, packets of cheese crack-

http://www.firstchurchuu.org
http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/

