First Church Vision

December 2016
Reverend Dr. Susan Suchocki Brown, Minister
Lauren Soucy, Choir Director
Jesse Blackman, Musician
Wor king toward a peaceful and |

Ministers Musings

This month | want to share a story that | wrote many years ago, based on my experience of
growing up as a Unitarian Universalist kid trying to understand the Christmas story and seasons.
Though it is a story for young people, it is a story about the influence adults have on us and how
that influence lasts a life time. This year marks my 25" year as a Unitarian Universalist minister
so | have been doing some reflections on those who have been influential in my ministry. My
grandfather was one of those.

Stars, Angels and Gift Giving: A Story for youngsters from my growing up years

When | was a Unitarian Universalist kid | had a hard time during Christmas. My friends, most
Catholic, had funny notions about Christmas. They all thought and told me that this was the time
of the year when God was born. They told me that his parents were going to a place called Beth-
lehem to register themselves and while there Mary the mother and Joseph the father would
have to sleep in the manger, because the Inn was full and then God would be born surrounded
by angels, sheep and cattle.

| was confused because | believed and still do that each time a baby is born that baby is di-
vine and that this spirit or whatever it is that is called God, is in everyone. | also thought it odd
that God should be born only a few thousands of years ago, when | knew that people had lived
on the Earth for hundreds of thousands of years before, certainly this spirit called God had been
in others before.

Although one thing | liked about my friend’s story was the bright shining star. | could under-
stand the star. When | went outside at night and saw all the wonderful twinkling shining stars
they felt like special friends. Some of them, | noticed from the Summer sky, had moved to differ-
ent parts of the sky, and one | noticed seemed to get brighter each day from when school start-
ed until December. | watched as it grew brighter.

| liked seeing the stars. It was so dark out sometimes the only light in the world seemed to
be from the stars. | was lucky that where | grew up there were very few houses and no city lights
to interfere with my star gazing. One night my beloved grandfather took me outside to see a
meteor shower and what he called the magic of the stars.

| was excited to be with Grampy Fay; he was a lot of fun to be with, and he told me lots of
stories like the one | am now telling. We watched the sky as a star shot right across the sky head-
ing right for the brightest star in the sky, the one | now know is the planet Venus. | asked him to
tell me about the magic of that star and the shooting stars.

He told me that each shooting star was carrying an angel on it and that as the angel passed
over the earth the angels were looking and watching all the children all over the world and that
the angels would bring gifts on December 6 to be given to each good child.

Well I told him | did not buy his story for one minute, that it did not make sense and that it
was not fair because gifts should come to everybody. He then told me something | try not to
forget, even now.

He told me that in my life | would hear many stories - some would be true and some not.
However, the most important thing was not whether the story was true or false but whether the
story helped people to be better to one another, to the animals and to the world.

| asked him about my friends and how they said God was being born on Christmas Day and
he answered, if the story helps them to be better to one another and helps them to be better to
this world then the story is like the angel story- a gift to the world.

My grandfather was a story teller. He told stories about people, places and things and when
he ended a story he always asked, “Will that story help you to be better to other people and to
the animals and to the world?"

Continued on page 2
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First Church Unitarian Universalist
Mission Statement

We are an open and accepting
community working for justice and
equality for all through nurturing
relationships and providing ser-
vice to each other and in the great-
er community

Special points of interest

“Notes from Parish Committee”
“Rev Susan Retirement Gathering “
“Minister’s Search”

“From the Members of the Greater
Leominster Interfaith Clergy”
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Contacts:

Church Office:
1stchurchoffice@verizon.net (978) 537-
0310 www.firstchurchuu.org

Rev. Susan: RevSusanuul@verizon.net
Betsy Moran: bam36uu@gmail.com

Newsletter: Chris Uhlig
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com

Web/Emailing: Betsy Moran

bam36uu@gmail.com

How do you like our “new” newsletter
format? Send your comments and any
suggestions to the above emails.

Thank-you!!!
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Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics

Dec 4™: “The Poverty of Abundance”. All interested in Choir practice for the

Sermen Notes
‘,\ -

Guest musician Judy Gordon.
Dec 18"™: “A time of the Solstice”.

Holidays with Judy Gordon please plan on staying after service.
Dec 11™: “A holiday community event with lots of carols and holiday songs”

Dec 24™: “Christmas Eve Carols and Readings”.

Dec 25™: “A Christmas Day gathering”

Notes from the Parish

In November, our church hosted a UUA New England Region Workshop
on Being/Becoming a Lay Led Congregation. The workshop was attended by a
few retired ministers, church leaders, including some members of our Parish
Committee and represented 10 different congregations. Almost all of the
congregations were small and were entirely or partially lay led congregations.
Two of the congregations were entirely without a minister and all but two
had part time ministry. One congregation was currently looking for an inter-
im minister as their full-time minister of two years was leaving. They had
gone through the 2-year search process previously and was now setting up
for a period of interim ministry while they perform another 2-year search.

One of the exercises the workshop leader did was to have all of us answer
a question of “Why do we come to church?” The answers that came from the
attendees filled a very large sheet of paper; two columns worth of activities
like, worship, social outreach, gathering together, teaching, being challenges,
being joyous, singing, taking advantage of a safe-haven, participating in ritual,
supporting each other/community, working for democracy, etc. Then the
leader asked “What do we do at church?” We had an equally long list such as
nurturing spiritual journeys, participating in community, fulfilling mission, be-
ing of service, being a public voice, fostering moral leadership, being a place
to seek and to question, being a social safety net, working for social justice
and many other things.

The point the leader was trying to make is that a small church cannot be
the same “church” as a large church and cannot do “church” the same way a
large church can. A small church needs to do the soul-searching work to cre-
ate an identity of what it is good at and concentrate on that...and f S HI&KSS
NB a (i . Réeksdwhd you thinkyou d K 2 dzf R abdde vRRghoy &
g Kl G @& ghdzaid, &ieve you(r members) are enough, right now, just
the way you are”.

So, | leave you with two questions, “What do we really do and do well at
First Church Leominster?” and “What can we leave behind or do differently to
excel at what we do best?” CKEFEY |1 XXE20G &8 f

Minister Search:
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So today | am a Unitarian Universalist
minister in part because of the influence
of my grandfather. | often find myself
doing three things because of the les-
sons he taught me.

1. | tell stories; some true: some
about imaginary things but they are
meant to help us be better to one anoth-
er and to the world to be, as he would
say, good people.

2. | often find myself looking up
things, to gather facts and to get infor-
mation.

3.l try to be a better person and to
treat all people, all beings and the world
with respect.

Yes, in December there are shooting
stars, | have seen them and though |
have never seen an angel on them;
sometimes | find gifts that have been left
behind that make the world a better
place.

by Rev. Susan (1991)
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Rev Susan Retirement Gathering

Please join us as we celebrate
the retirement of
Rev. Dr. Susan Suchocki Brown

Open House- Reception beginning at
1:00 P.M.
Speakers 1:30 - 2:30 P.M.

The job posting ad will be finalized and sent to the UUA for

posting on the job boards Dec 1. The short “snapshot” ad Light refreshments and music to fol-
draftreads: | AAG2NAOZ GAONIylzZ oSt OZYA)/EI low O2y aINB 3!
OSYGiNXft al &aat o&arzssggru S§8BYaakhlyNEGSN F2NJ
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Building Use

If you want to use the church for

please be in contact with Lenore Y A @ SS&a® ¢KS ARSIHE OF YRARI U Sirsfchdrdn Urﬁtbr@@Universbﬂﬁta 7\ |
' ) ' LINSaAaSyoOS | yR gAfft Kl @8 SELJSNJ’\SYE% g’.’tr‘,_]ki\)/H oA
at First Church email to coordi- IJNB Il a2 Vi 6K2 &dziL? NI ‘,:} %llgs§achlus)ét% 01349320 3
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There will be a more detailed ad placed on the UUA regional

job board but this is the “teaser” ad.

grets only to revsusanre-
tirement@gmail.com
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Toys for Tots 2016
For the second year we are partnering with Toys for Tots, a collaborative
project between Leominster and Fitchburg Marine Detachment 1076. Toys for . .
Tots help is needed with applications, bagging or distribution. Please see sign- Book Discussion Group
up sheet on bulletin board at church. Thanks to those who have already
signed up to help. You can drop off toys for kids ages birth — 12.
Applications Dates: Dec. 1* 12 to 2pm

No book discussion group this
month. Have a wonderful holiday
Dec. 3" during winter stroll season and please jo.in u's January
Dec. 4™ 11am to 1pm 27, _2017 when we will d|scus_s The
Dec. 8" 5to0 7 om Little Paris Bookshop by Nina

Dec. 10" 10am to 12pm George
Dec.14™ 4 to 6pm
Dec. 15" 4 to 6pm

Packing Day: TBD
Distribution Day: Dec. 18™ 11:30am to 5pm

Winter Stroll

Growth & Vitality/Membership

The next meeting of the Membership committee will be at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, De- Please join us for our sixth year of

cember 6th. The development of a current church directory is ongoing. Please see participation in the Winter Stroll on
Claire Griffiths at church on Sunday morning to edit your listing in the directory or to Dec. 3. We are serving free hot
add your name to our list. We all like to be able to stay in touch with one anoth- chocolate and cookies and will have
er. Both friends and members of First Church are welcome to the listing. Our com- vendors selling crafts, jewelry, art
mittee is small and new members are welcome to join us. Questions? See Claire after work, and various other gifts. We
Sunday church service. _ need cookies, cocoa and helpers

from 11 to 5pm

A meeting of the Martin Luther King
Jr. Coalition will be held on Decem-
ber 7*" at 3:30 at the church. You

\‘\. . . are always welcome.
‘\\ < Ladies Benevolent Society

-~
Lady Bee's December meeting will be a pot luck dinner held on
Monday, Dec. 19th at 6:00 PM away from church. Please bring food to
share for 6 to 8 people. There will be a Yankee Swap so bring a gift costing
about $10.00 to swap. This event is open to all dues paying members of the

Lady Bees. Questions? See Claire after Sunday service. Birthdays

Connor Greene................ Dec. 8
Mary Pariseau.........c........ Dec.9
& Rick Flammia......ccceeuueen... Dec.10

The Most Peaceful Night of the Year Wendy Aldrich................. Dec. 15
Pat Robinson.................... Dec. 20
Page Winterberg............. Dec. 27
Lynn Radford................... Dec.29

The Website is being migrated to a new webhost service so if you see an interruption
in service or something a little strange, know it is being worked on.
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Mark Marquis and friends, the Most Peaceful Night of the Year concert will
be on Dec 9" and 10"™. Tickets are $10 at the door or by calling the church.

Help is needed for set up, clean up and providing some baked goodies and

drinks to the musicians. See Rev Susan if you can help. Snow date would be
on the 11",



Dates to Remember at a
Glance

e Decemberf
Dec 3": Holiday Stroll from 11 to 5pm.

Dec 4"™: Holiday Choir Practice with Judy
Gordon after church service.

Dec 6™: Growth and Development and
Membership at 5pm.

Dec 7™: Martin Luther King Jr. Coalition
meeting at 3:30.

Dec 7™: Committee on worship- please
come and help us plan for the upcoming
holidays and for non-clergy led services
for the future at 6pm.

Dec. 9" and 10™: Mark Marquis concert
(snow date the 11™).

Dec 14™: Cakes for the Queen of Heaven
come and explore the stories of Our Lady
of Guadalupe.

Dec 14™: Soup with Susan at 12pm.

Dec 14™: Parish committee; food at 6:00
bring your own, 6:30 meeting.

Dec. 19™: Lady Bee’s meeting at 6pm.

Dec 24™: Christmas Eve Carols and Read-
ings at 6pm.

Dec 25™: Church gathering upstairs for

time of fellowship, sharing and being to-

gether for a brief time.

Dec.31*": Rev Susan Retirement Gathering
Wish List

Socks, gloves, hats and scarfs
Wooden chairs for meeting room

From the Members of the Greater Leominster Interfaith Clergy
Thanksgiving, November, 2016

To the people of the Greater Leominster area,

At this time in our nation’s history, we, people of faith feel obligated to
speak out in A united voice, in respect for all people regardless of race,
faith, gender and gender-orientation, sexual orientation, disability, political
perspective, or immigrant status. At the heart of our shared faith traditions
is the teaching that every human being is created in the Divine image. These
are words we live by.

We believe in a world founded on love and recognize that it is only
through our Collective action that we will bring such a world to fruition. Our
hearts and our houses of Worship are open to all who feel threatened, de-
meaned, and marginalized. So too, in this spirit, we invite the entire com-
munity to an interfaith gathering for Prayer and reflection on Inauguration
Day, January 20, 2017, time and place to be announced soon.

“The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens;
you shall love him/her as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of

Egypt.”
Leviticus 19:34

“We are called to honor diversity, to respect differences with dignity and to
challenge those who would forbid it. We are a people of a wide path.
Let us be wide in affection and go our way in peace. “
--Unitarian Universalist Rev Jean Rowe

"The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'
There is no other commandment greater than these."
Mark 12:31

"If anyone says, 'l love God,' but hates his brother or sister is a liar; for who-
ever does not love a brother or sister whom s/he has seen cannot love God
who s/he has not seen."
| John 4:20

"We prescribed for the children of Israel that whosoever killed a person--
unless it be for killing, a person or for creating disorder in the land--it shall
be as if he had killed all mankind; and whosoever gave life to one, it shall be
as if he has given life to all mankind."

Quran 5:32

Members of the Greater Leominster Interfaith Clergy:
Rev. Dr. Keith C. Alderman, Pilgrim Congregational Church, UCC
Father Bob Bruso, St. Cecilia’s Parish
Bashir Uddin Mehmud, Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
Rev. Dr. Karen Nell Smith, The Congregational Church of Christ, UCC
Rabbi Kaya Stern-Kaufmann, Congregation Agudat Achim
Rev. Dr. Susan Suchocki Brown, First Church, Unitarian Universalist



