
 

 

 First Church Unitarian Universalist 
Mission Statement 

We are an open and accepting 
community working for justice 

and equality for all through nur-
turing relationships and providing 

service to each other and in the 
greater community  

Special points of interest  

  “Notes from Parish Committee” 

  “Holiday Spreaders” 

  “Lady B’s New Project” 
  “Ed Willrich Memorial” 

Contacts: 

Church Office: 
1stchurchoffice@verizon.net (978) 537-
0310  www.firstchurchuu.org 

Betsy Moran: bam36uu@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter: Chris Uhlig 
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com  
 

Web/Emailing: Betsy Moran  
bam36uu@gmail.com 
 

Wayside Pulpit 
 

Our lives begin to end the day we 

become silent about things that 

matter. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Musings and Reflections 

 

        After a tempting sojourn into warmer weather during February, 
Mother Nature reminded New England who is in charge, lashing us 
with a near record setting Nor’easter, and brutally cold and windy 
March weather. The only thing “normal” about the arrival of the 
Spring Equinox was the length of the day, as temperatures clung 
stubbornly to abnormal lows. 
         In recent days however, unmistakable sign of Spring are making 
themselves known. Robins can be seen hunting the melted patches 
of the New England tundra for their bounty. Birdcalls absent since 
autumn are being heard in the woods. Baseball talk is heating up, 
with increasing worries about the Red Sox starting rotation and bull-
pen. Lawnmower repair shops are seeing their backlogs fill up again. 
         Earth Day on Saturday April 22 has a special significance. Battle 
lines are being drawn. This week, the US Government has chosen to 
dismantle regulatory structures designed to aggressively fight the pu-
tative causes of climate change. In addition, environmental regula-
tions previously curbing waste emissions from mining and other in-
dustrial activities into our nation’s waterways have been scrapped in 
an effort to reduce costs to those businesses in hopes of spurring job 
growth. 
         While we recognize the importance of economic growth, we al-
so as Unitarian Universalists must adhere to our seventh principle 
which calls for Respect for the Interdependent Web of all existence 
of which we are a part.  This interdependence is gravely threatened 
when toxic materials like mercury, arsenic, selenium, among others 
find their way into our food chain via our lakes, rivers and streams. 
Unitarian Universalists would do well to pay careful attention to deci-
sions made on our behalf by our nation’s leaders, and their effect on 
the earth, the environment, and the future of not only our children 
and grandchildren, but all of humankind. 

Mark Moran 

First Church Vision 
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Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics 
April 2nd:   “Safari Sunday” Members will visit other churches; there won’t be 
a service at First Church  
April 9th:  “Safari Report” with potluck brunch 
April 16th:  “Easter” with guest speaker 
April  23rd: “Earth Day”  
April 30th:  “May Day” 

Notes from the Parish Committee 

 

Hi Everyone!  Our Parish Committee has been very involved and busy with issues 

surrounding our wonderful 100+ year old building, its wear and tear and much 

needed maintenance.  We have been working with our very active Buildings and 

Grounds Committee to address these and other issues to keep our church happy 

and healthy. 

At our March 15th meeting we had a visitor from the New England Region of the 

UUA to conduct an interview of the congregational leadership regarding Rev. Su-

san’s ministry.  It is part of the “Exit Interview” process that occurs when a settled 

minister leaves a congregation.  Both the congregation and the departing minis-

ter are interviewed separately and the answers shared with the other party.  The 

record of the answers becomes part of our record at the UUA and is also shared 

with any incoming minister.  When we receive the final report of all the answers, 

we’ll share those with everyone. 

Our next meeting is April 12 at 6:30.  All are invited to attend. 

 

Transitional Ministry Update 
 

We have rewritten our part-time ministerial position advertisement and have 

reposted it to the UUA Transitions Office and on the UUA New England Regional 

website.  We are targeting a mid-August start for a new minister.  We hope to be 

interviewing in the months of April, May and June prior to the end of the church 

year.  We are very optimistic about receiving responses from interested ministers 

as we are in line with the UUA cycle when ministers are looking for open posi-

tions to start in August/September at the beginning of the next church year.  We 

will also be posting our job advertisement and our congregational description to 

our website. 

As always, if you have any questions please ask anyone on the search committee; 

Betsy Moran, Claire Griffiths, Lynn Radford, Stephanie Trudel, Diane O’Hare and 

Mark Moran. 
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Pledges 

If you have not returned your pledge 

form please do so as soon as possible  

so that the Parish Committee can have 

an accurate record for the new year.  

******************************* 

LUUnch Box Soup 

April 19, 2017 
 

Please join us on April 19th for the 
LUUnchBox Soup from 12 – 1pm. 
There will be soup, bread and dessert 
and plenty of conversation and friend-
ly fellowship.  All are welcome. Invite 
your neighbors and friends to come 
with you. 
******************************* 

UUA Common Read  

2016-2017 

 

 The story embeds the 

current movement in the 

larger story of racial and 

economic justice move-

ments since the Civil War. 

He demonstrates his con-

viction that justice movements are 

born in response to local experiences 

of larger injustices and that such 

movements thrive only when those 

involved do the hard work of coalition 

building.  

Alone, No More 
 

A Gathering of support for those affected by the Opioid Crisis 
When: Saturday April 8, 2017 

10:00am to 11:00am 
Where: First Church UU 

Who: Leominster residents who have suffered, or lost a loved one as a result of the scourge of opioid addiction 
All Are Welcome 

Questions: Call Ron Brown at 978-537-7252 



 

 

 

 

 

Book Discussion Group  
 

What:  The Rent Collector by Camron 
Wright 

Survival for Ki Lim and Sang Ly is a daily 
battle at Stung Meanchey, the largest 
municipal waste dump in all of Cambo-
dia. They make their living scavenging 
recyclables from the trash. Life would 
be hard enough without the worry for 
their chronically ill child, Nisay, and the 
added expense of medicines that are 
not working. Just when things seem 
worst, Sang Ly learns a secret about 
the ill-tempered rent collector who 
comes demanding money--a secret 
that sets in motion a tide that will 
change the life of everyone it sweeps 
past. The Rent Collector is a story of 
hope, of one woman’s journey to save 
her son and another woman’s chance 
at redemption. It demonstrates that 
even in a dump in Cambodia--perhaps 
especially in a dump in Cambodia--
everyone deserves a second chance. 
 
When:  Friday, April 28th at 7:30 pm  
 
Where: First Church office 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

Jennifer Guiry…… ..April 2 
Rev. Tom Wintle….April 2 
Derek Kerswill………April 5 
Donna Caruso……….April 5 
Lauren Soucy………..April 7 
Patty Lancey………….April 7 
Rorie Good………….April 9 

Joan Damon…….....April 13 
Sarah Paquette……April 14 
Rev. Susan………..…April 21  
Eddie Good……….. April 22 
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Adult Religious Education 
  

The adult religious education course, “Cakes for the Queen of Heaven” will meet 
Wednesday, April 19th from 10 to 12.  We will review group history and then take 
a hiatus.  We will explore starting up again in the fall. If you have any questions, 
please contact Diane O'Hare. 

 
  

Holiday Spreaders 
 

Thanks to all who contributed to and baked for the "Holiday Spreaders" collection 
and bake sale. We raised $240 for these amazing teens! Please visit http://
www.gofundme.com/holiday-spreaders to learn more!  

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Benevolent Society 
 
The next meeting of the Lady Bee's will be held on Monday, April 10th at 7:00 PM 
at First Church, Leominster .  It will be held in the Lady Bee's room downstairs in 
the church.  We will be celebrating some birthdays in April.  Please come and en-
joy the Birthday Cake with your friends.  Our activity for the evening will concen-
trate on preparing baskets for the Johnny Appleseed fair in the fall.  Please bring 
items for baskets.  The themes for the baskets are many.  Some themes discussed 
at our March meeting were:  movie night with tickets and coupons for popcorn, 
kitty/cat basket, dog basket, baby items, Patriots, Red Sox, diapers and ointments, 
breakfast items, lottery tickets of course, children's books, adult's books, coffee 
and treats, tea and cookies.  If you purchase items, please save your receipts for 
any refunds from our treasury.  If we continue working on this project at our May 
meeting, we will be ready for the fall fair.  All women who attend First Church are 
welcome to attend our meetings.  Questions?  See Claire on Sunday after service.  
Or call (978) 502-3275. 

 

 

 

 

Growth & Vitality/Membership 
 
The next meeting of the Membership Committee will be held in the church office 
on Tuesday, April 11th at 5:30 PM.  Everyone from church is welcome to 
attend.  New ideas would be helpful.  We will discuss the many ideas we share on 
Sunday April 9th with the results from Safari Sunday.  Visiting other UU churches 
will be interesting. Questions?  See Claire on Sundays. 

http://www.gofundme.com/holiday-spreaders
http://www.gofundme.com/holiday-spreaders
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  “The Church with the Lighted  
Window” 

  
The month of April is dedicated by First Church members in Loving Memory of  

Ed Willrich.  
 
 

Reflections on My Friend, Ed Willrich 
By Stephanie Trudel 

 
I’m going to take a moment now to remember, and honor the memory of our dear 
friend Ed Willrich. Now, Ed was very clear, he did not want a big deal made. That’s 
how he was.  In sitting down with is daughter Carol, I learned a bit more about the 
quiet, sweet man who always sat in the back pew. Ed was born in 1925 in Long 
Island, New York.  He was a Merchant Marine for 17 years before leaving to join 
the Army. He went through boot camp not far from here at Fort Devens. Following 
his military career, he became a tech writer, working on text books for the govern-
ment. If pressed, he would say he “wrote fairytales for the government” with a 
little grin. He was working on jet planes, top secret at the time. 
 
 He was most caring and generous with other people, especially his daughter Carol, 
who survives him. He donated regularly to various worthy causes such as chil-
dren’s and veteran’s organizations as well as health care and research foundations 
and of course First Church. 
 
I was deeply moved whenever Ed spoke of his beloved late wife.  He met his wife, 
by chance, after accepting a painting job at her home. It wasn’t long before he and 
his wife and her two young children, Barbra, and Carol, became a family. He was a 
loving provider, who enjoyed gardening, raising chickens and geese. He would host 
large parties for friends and family, entertaining everyone by playing the organ, 
with his wife accompanying him on guitar. Ed was devoted to his family, caring for 
both his wife, and daughter Barbra when they became ill prior to their own pass-
ing. 
 He walked everywhere. Really, everywhere, the library, where he volunteered; the 
hospital, you name it. It was commonplace to see Ed making his way through 
town.  He was so proud of his self-sufficiency. 
 
Ed was a man of the world, fluent in German, French, and Spanish. He was learning 
Italian, and after spending three years in Japan, he could read, write, and speak 
Japanese. Ed spent much of his time at the Senior Center, not as an attendee, but 
as a Spanish teacher. He was also an avid reader and collector of books.  
Ed was also an artist, whose watercolor paintings had been featured in storefronts 
during an exhibition in Leominster. Trains and ships were his favorite things to 
paint.  
 
Ed had a sharp wit, and very dry sense of humor. He would search diligently for an 
‘off-color’ joke to tell Rev. Susan each week. He also enjoyed ‘messing’ with peo-
ple, myself included. I remember one time, I was at his house, and I asked him a 
question. He looks at me blankly and says, “What?” I repeated myself a bit louder. 
He again says “what??” This goes on two more times before he looks at me with a 
mischievous look in his eye and says, “Don’t shout at me, I heard you the first 
time!” I enjoyed every minute I got to spend with Ed. He was a unique and dear, 
dear man. I feel as though, with him gone, the world is a little darker, and a lot less 
cultured. We love you Ed, and we are going to miss you. 

Dates to Remember at a 
Glance 

 April 

April 5th:  Building and Grounds Com-

mittee meeting at 6pm 

April 8th: Alone, No More Support Group 

at 10-11am 

April 10th: Lady B’s at 7:00 

April 11th: Growth and Vitality/

Membership Committee at church at 

5:30.  

April 12th:  Parish Committee at 6:30 

April  18th:  Lay Worship Committee at 

5pm 

April 19th:  Adult Religious Education at 

10-12  

April  19th:  LUUnch Box Soup at 12:00 

April 28th:  Book Discussion Group at 

7:30 

******************************* 

Wish List 
 

Napkins 

Large Microfiber Mop Head 

Glass Cleaner 

Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

Regular Pine Sol or Other Cleaner 

Torch Lighters 

Dish Soap (for upstairs and downstairs) 

Socks for Homeless (all sizes) 

Coffee (both regular and decaf) 

Food for Homeless (no kitchen required) 

Large Cans of Cocoa 

Butter  
 

All Donations Are Greatly Appreciated!!  

******************************* 
“The Church with the Lighted  

Window” 
Remember  your loved ones with the 

church with the lighted window.  Please 
contact the office if interested in reserv-

ing; it will be displayed in the order of 
service and in the newsletter.   


