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Working toward a peaceful and just world, guided by Love

Musings and Reflections
June closes what is without question the most challenging church year in a
good long while. Though retirements, building maintenance and a host of other
issues proved a big challenge, the response by the congregation was amazing in
every way. So many people stepped up when things needed to be done, and
banded together in new ways to ensure that the vital life of First Church carried
on in stellar fashion. Many thanks are called for to the many people, teams and
committees who performed well. Particular callouts are fitting for the Worship
Committee who guided the spiritual life of the church and created very lively,
thoughtful and uplifting lay led services. The Building and Grounds Committee
gelled as a team solving not unexpected problems from our venerable building
and making the church a beautiful place to be in the heart of downtown Leominster. The Membership, Growth and Vitality Committee examined our outreach
efforts with visitors and new comers. The committee created new posters for
the wayside pulpit and assembled very informative visitor’s packets of information about First Church. The committee entirely revised how First Church appears at all stages of the newcomer experience for anyone visiting our church
for the first time; from greeting a newcomer through the invitation to stay for
coffee and fellowship.
Another initiative that holds many potential benefits for First Church is outreach to other congregations in the area, both UU and others. To that end, we
resurrected the nascent tradition of “Safari Sunday” whereby members went
out to other congregations on a specific Sunday instead of gathering for traditional services at 15 West. This has resulted in developing new understanding of
other ways of worshipping, as well as valuable contacts in the UU community.
We also invited guest presentations by Ajiz Ahmed of the Ahmadiyya Islamic
Center to talk about his community and the challenges they face in the current
environment. We are evolving into a community where we are all participating
in reaching out to the greater community around us.
So, we stand on the verge of the wrap-up of another church year with a
sense of accomplishment, a sense of needing a break for rest and renewal, but
with a profound sense of satisfaction and optimism as well. We’re a presence in
the lives of many, and we are a significant contributing member of our greater
community. All things considered, not bad. Not bad at all!
We wish everyone a happy and safe summer. See you all in September for
a new year of services, fellowship and celebrations!
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Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics
June 4th:: “Flower Communion”
June 11th: “Planting the Seeds of Kindness”
June 18th: “Closing Sunday Reflections”

Notes from the Parish Committee
Hi Everyone!
Just a reminder to everyone, all Parish Committee meetings are open for all
members and friends of First Church to attend.
At our May 10th meeting, the PC heard from the Transitional Ministry Search team
that the team would like to make an offer to Rev. Bruce Carey Taylor to be Interim
Minister. This request was approved by a vote of the PC. The Committee also set the
dates for the first Sunday service in the fall as September 10th and ending on June 17,
2018. We heard a report from the Endowment Committee and reviewed the proposed 2018 fiscal year budget. The Committee also reviewed the status of the current budget and determined that the expenses are on track for being approximately
42% through the current budget year.
Our next meeting is June 14th at 6:30 where we will welcome new and returning members of the Parish Committee and will start the bylaw revision process.
All are invited to attend.
I’d like to leave you with a short piece written by Alice Blair Wesley
We pledge to walk together in the ways of truth and affection, as
best we know them now or may learn them in the days to come,
that we and our children may be fulfilled and that we may speak to
the world in words and actions of peace and goodwill.
Until next time…….
Betsy

Transitional Ministry Update
After conducting a search for our Interim Minister, the transitional ministry
search team joyfully announce that an offer was tendered to Rev. Bruce Carey Taylor
who accepted the position of Interim Minister. Rev. Bruce will join us in August and
be in the pulpit on September 17th. Rev. Bruce is also an Interim Minister at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Wakefield MA and so will be with us on alternating Sundays. Rev. Bruce will be a regular contributor to the newsletter and we will let him
tell you about himself in our September edition.

Leominster Summer Events
June 4th: 8th Annual Great Futures 5K
Walk & Run at the Boys & Girls Club,
9:00am
June 10th: Summer Stroll, 3:00 to
7:00pm
June 17th: Starburst, 4:30pm
June 24th: Longsjo, All Day Event
Every Tuesday July 11th to August 8th:
Colonial Band Concert Series, 7:30pm
August 5th: Johnny Appleseed Craft
Beer Festival, 4:00 to 8:00pm
August 10th: Ladies Night Out, 5:00 to
9:00pm
August 26th: Kids Day, 4:00 to 7:00pm
August 26th to 27th: Sholan Farms
Opening Week, 10:00am to 5:00pm
September 8th: Food Truck Festival,
5:00 to 9:00pm

Alone, No More
A Gathering of support for those affected by the Opioid Crisis
When: Saturdays, June 10th and June 24th
10:00am to 11:30am
Where: First Church UU
Who: Leominster residents who have suffered, or lost a loved one as a result of the scourge of opioid addiction
All Are Welcome
Questions: Call Ron Brown at 978-537-7252
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Attention!!
Newsletter via E-Mail
June will the last hardcopy bulk mailing of newsletter. If you would like to continue
receiving a copy via email please make sure we have you on the list! If you need a
hardcopy mailed we certainly can do that. Let the office know if you haven’t already.
To be added to email list send email address to Lenore@
1stchurchoffice@verizon.net Subject: add to newsletter email

May 21st Bi-annual Meeting Highlights
On Sunday May 21st First Church held its Spring bi-annual business meeting
for the purposes of electing officers, approving a preliminary 2018 budget, reviewing proposed changes to the bylaws and hearing reports from the church committees. A meeting packet is available for anyone who missed the meeting, please
email (1stchurchoffice@verizon.net) or call (978 537-0310) the church office and a
packet will be put aside for you to pick up.
Newly voted into leadership positions are Sandra Hurtubise, Clerk, Marilyn
Murphy and Paula Murphy, the Parish Committee and Judy Sacco, Endowment
Committee. Re-elected for a second term: Amy Goodwin, Treasurer; David Vaillette, Moderator; Mickey Guzman, Auditor and Bill Coulter, Parish Committee.
We had considerable discussion around the proposed bylaw changes which
are outlined in the meeting packet. Some additional changes were recommended
and clarifications suggested by those congregational members who attended the
meeting. The Parish Committee will take these into consideration and make revisions during the June and September meetings. A newly edited version of the bylaws will be made available and posted by the middle of September for review by
the congregation. The proposed changes to the bylaws will be voted on in the Fall
Bi-annual meeting in October.

There will be no book
discussions until next
September. The next book will be
The Storyteller by Jodi Picot. The
next meeting will be on September
22nd.

Wish List
Napkins
Large Microfiber Mop Head
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Spray Disinfectant Cleaner
Torch Lighters
Dish Soap (for upstairs and downstairs)
Food for Homeless (no kitchen required)
Large Cans of Cocoa
Butter
All Donations Are Greatly
Appreciated!!

Summer Hiatus
Church is closing for regular services and office hours are to be reduced after
June 18th. Call church with any messages. Office Coordinator will be checking
messages. Worship will resume on Sunday, Sept. 10th. Don’t forget to bring
water back for sharing at the ingathering water communion services

Ladies Benevolent Society
The last meeting of the Lady Bees during this church year will be held on Monday,
June 12th. We will meet at the Leominster Olive Garden restaurant at 6:30pm for
dinner. All ladies from FCUU are invited to attend. We have a reservation under the
name of Claire.

Birthdays
Benjamin Summers………June 2
John McBee………………….June 5
Judy Sacco…………………….June 9
June Cardone ……………… June 17
Noah Giordano……………..June 18
Susan Hardenbrook………June 19
Mary Jo Wojtusik………….June 29
Mark Moran………………….June 30
Lynne Lockhart……….Aug.25
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Dates to Remember at a
Glance
 June
June 12th: Lady B’s at 6:30 at the
Olive Garden
June 14th: Parish Committee at 6:30
June 10th: Alone, No More Support
Group at 10-11am
June 24th: Alone, No More Support
Group at 10-11am
*******************************

Adam Bergeron Concert
On July 15th, Adam Bergeron will be presenting a unique show called “The
Mad, Mad World of Adam Bergeron” at the 1794 Meetinghouse in New Salem, a
225-year-young historic building. The variety-show format is a showcase of all his
various styles of composition, spanning from classical and New-Age to rock and
metal and everything in between with over 20 musicians involved with this massive
production, with a crew of 10 people.
The concert begins at 7.30 PM; ticket prices are $15 for adults, $10 for
ages 13-17, and FREE for ages 12 and under. This is a highly anticipated
event, so purchasing advance tickets is recommended.
If you have any questions about this special performance, you can either
email me directly or visit the 1794 Meetinghouse website at
www.1794meetinghouse.org. Also, please visit The Mad, Mad World's brand
new Facebook page at www.facebook.com/themadmadworldofadambergeron.

Wayside Pulpit
“We think it possible to have a
church, and even a denomination, organized, not on a creed,
but on a purpose of working together. Suppose that the condition of membership was the desire and intention of getting
good and doing good.”
James Freeman Clarke,
Unitarian minister,
Orthodoxy: Its Truths and Errors,
1866

Sharing the Collection Plate
For June
On June 11th, any cash that is collected separate of designated pledge money will
be donated to Good Shepherds in Action, Inc., a group committed to improving
the quality of life of orphan children in Haiti. This is a small Leominster based organization founded in 2012 that provides children with shelter, education, clothing, food and medical assistance. If you wish to make a check out to leave for this
designated collection please make it out to the Good Shepherds in Action, Inc. and
in the memo line put “donation re: First Church UU Leominster”.

The LUUnch Box
There will not be the monthly church lunch in June. We will reconvene in Sept.

**************************
UU General Assembly
Don’t forget that GA will be held in New
Orleans from June 21st to 25th . You can
watch some of the programs on the web
site, www.uua.org/ga.
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“The Church with the Lighted
Window”
Remember your loved ones with the church with the lighted window. Please contact the office if interested in reserving; it will be displayed in the order of service
and in the newsletter.

