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Working toward a peaceful and just world, guided by Love

From Our Minister
“In wildness is the preservation of the world”
Henry David Thoreau, Walking
In this familiar quote, many people hear “wildness” as wilderness. We are learning to
cherish and protect the places where life can flourish according to its own wisdom. Not only
does this preserve the planet, it preserves us in body and spirit. But in in speaking of wildness rather than wilderness, Thoreau refers to something wild in each of us, our connection
to the wildness of all living things. Thoreau tells the story of a neighbor’s cow who breaks
out of her pasture and fords a cold stream in the early spring. We may think of the cow as a
domesticated creature, and most of the time, she is content to stay in the pasture. But on
that spring morning, she’s at one with “the buffalo crossing the Mississippi”.
I remembered Thoreau this past weekend at Rowe, where the leaves are just starting
to turn. I came to attend a workshop with Starhawk, whose book, The Spiral Dance (1979),
introduced many people to witchcraft, the divine feminine, and Earth-based spirituality. For
many years, Starhawk has worked as an activist and group trainer in progressive causes such as feminism, peace, and
the environmental movement.
Our workshop was titled Collaboration, Co-Creation and Empowerment. In just a weekend, we could only get a
taste of the group process Starhawk has learned and taught over the past forty years, and some tools for awakening
what she calls “power-within”. This comes from a different place than the “power-over” of command and control,
which our society values so highly. Power-within emerges in community through collaboration. As a conscious part of
life’s interdependent web, such a community becomes ever more resilient, courageous, and capable of changing
things.
We learned what ritual can do to empower a group, and make meaning of experience. Each morning, we would
stand in a circle, in an apple-orchard, breathing the sweet air of autumn. We became grounded as we felt our connection with the earth below, and the molten core below that, even as we reached out into the air and sky. We invited
primal forces of nature, personified as earth, air, water, fire and spirit, to enter our circle and inform our work together.
Thus we sought the “wildness” of which Thoreau speaks as part of our birth-right, as a partner in co-creating a
positive future.
In faith,

Rev. Bruce Taylor

Upcoming Worship Dates and Sermon Topics
th

Oct. 8 : Rev. Taylor – Resist and Rejoice: General Assembly 2017
Oct. 15th: Stephanie Trudel - The Golden Rule
Oct. 22nd: Worship Team - Principles and Purposes
Oct.29th: Rev. Taylor – Samhain, Day of the Dead, and a Harvest of
Memories

Notes from the Parish Committee

The Parish Committee held its first meeting
of this church year on September 21st. We had a full agenda to review our last meeting from June and to discuss our plans and goals
for the coming year.
We reviewed the report of the Finance Committee and the
status of the budget ending Dec 2017 and found we are on track as
expected for 37 weeks out of 52. We are a little light on pledge income but hope that rates will pick up now that the church year is in
session and everyone is back into the swing of things.
We reviewed our experiences with the Parish Committee retreat held at the end of August and discussed the concept of covenant, which you will be hearing more about throughout this coming
year. We are designing a covenant or a promise of how we will be
and work together for the Parish Committee. This is important work
for us to define our relationship to one another and ultimately to the
Congregation. More on this later….
We continued on with the proposal for the 2018 budget from
the Finance Committee that we will present to the Congregation during the Fall Biannual meeting on October 22nd. We also did our last
revisions to the Bylaws which will also be brought before the Congregation at the meeting. We discussed some Operational issues around
buildings and grounds, thanked our wonderful B&G team for all the
hard work to make the outside look spectacular! Please give some
kudos to the team when you see them. We can’t thank them
enough.
Our next meeting is October 19th at 6:30pm upstairs in the
fellowship room. All meetings are open to attend.
Until next time…….
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Betsy

“Resist and Rejoice: General
Assembly 2017”
October 8th
Rev. Taylor
In today's service, we will share
the experience of General Assembly
in New Orleans, a city rich in history
and diversity which shows us both
where we've been, and what's possible now. We reflect on our Association's struggle to come to terms with
the legacy of racism – both conscious and unconscious – that still
exerts a deep influence on American
lives and religious institutions, including our own.

“Samhain, Day of the Dead, and
a Harvest of Memories”
October 29th
Rev. Taylor
Today’s service falls just before
Samhain, the ancient seasonal festival that marks the end of harvest
time. This harvest includes both the
fruits of the Earth, and the memories of loved ones who continue to
bless and hold us. In today’s service,
we will honor those who have given
us life. And in the spirit of Día de
Muertos – Day of the Dead – we will
celebrate their continuing presence
in our lives. You are invited to bring
a photograph, symbol or token representing a family member or close
friend, someone who is still with you
now, in blessed memory.

October Book Group meeting Friday October 27, 2017 at 7:30pm in
church office
Incendiary: The Psychiatrist, the Mad Bomber, and the Invention of
Criminal Profiling
by Michael Cannell
Long before the specter of terrorism haunted the public imagination, a
serial bomber stalked the streets of 1950s New York. Grand Central,
Penn Station, Radio City Music Hall―for almost
two decades, no place was safe from the man who
signed his anonymous letters “FP” and left his lethal devices in phone booths, storage lockers,
even tucked into the plush seats of movie theaters. This book documents the race to catch him
citing, the contributions of police captain Howard
Finney and psychiatrist James Brussel in developing investigative techniques that would shape
new approaches in American law enforcement.
October Membership Meeting
The Membership Committee meeting will be held in the church office on
Thursday Oct. 12th at 6:30 pm. All are welcome to attend. We will be
discussing ways of developing and growing membership at First
Church and developing sayings for the Wayside Pulpit. Questions? See
Claire on Sundays.

First Church Unitarian Universalist
Mission Statement

We are an open and accepting community working for justice and equality
for all through nurturing relationships
and providing service to each other
and in the greater community

Contacts:
First Church Unitarian Universalist
15 West Street
Leominster MA 01453
(978) 537-0310
www.firstchuchuu.org
Minister: Rev. Bruce C. Taylor
minister@firstchurchuu.org
Administrator: Lenore Scully
1stchurchoffice@verizon.net
Newsletter: Chris Uhlig
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com
Web/Emailing: Betsy Moran
bam36uu@gmail.com

October Birthdays

Mickey Guzman…..……… Oct3
Leigh Pariseau………………Oct. 3
Jennifer Giordano…..……Oct. 4
Joe Cardone………………...Oct.8
Hayden Greene…………..Oct.10
Fran Nadeau………………..Oct.17
Ann Drury…………………….Oct.18
Diane O’Hare………………...Oct.23
Ladies Benevolent Society
The Lady Bee's will be meeting on Monday October 9th at
7:00 PM. Marilyn Murphy will be bringing refreshments to
celebrate birthdays for our October birthdays of members. Come and
enjoy the fellowship. All women friends and members of First Church
are invited to attend. We will have an election of officers. (No pressure)
Dues will be collected from people interested in becoming members.
The meeting will be held downstairs in the Lady Bee's room. We will
have news concerning the success of our selling of baskets at the Johnny
Appleseed Fair. Hope to see you there.
Questions? See Claire at church on Sunday or phone at (978) 502 3275.

Attention!!
Newsletter via E-Mail
We are no longer doing a hardcopy bulk
mailing. If you would like to continue
receiving a copy or know someone who
would like a copy, please contact the
office and let us know your email address. Contact Lenore at
1stchurchoffice@verizon.net Subject:
add to newsletter email
If you need a hard copy please call the
office and give Lenore your address.

Contributions
If you want to contribute anything for
November’s newsletter, please send it to
cauhlig2002@yahoo.com by Oct. 18th.
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Message from Rev. Bruce on Availability and Office Hours

Dates to Remember at a
Glance
 October
Oct. 9th: Lady B’s at 7:00 at church .
Oct. 12th: Membership Committee at
6:30.
Oct. 19th : LUUnch Box at 12:00
Oct. 19th: Parish Committee at 6:30
Oct. 22nd: Fall Biannual meeting Oct
22nd. After church service.
Oct. 27th: Book Discussion Group at 7:30

*******************************

“The Church with the Lighted
Window”
Remember your loved ones with the
church with the lighted window. Please
contact the office if interested in reserving; it will be displayed in the order of service and in the newsletter.

Sharing the Collection Plate
For October
On October 15th, any cash that is collected separate of designated pledge money
will be donated to the Montachusett Interfaith Hospitality Network, Inc. (MIHN)

LUUnch Box Soup
Oct. 19, 2017
Please join us on Oct.19th for the
LUUnchBox Soup from 12 – 1pm. There
will be soup, bread, dessert and plenty
of conversation and friendly fellowship.
All are welcome. Invite your neighbors
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I respond promptly to emails and messages on my cell phone (603-233-3554)
between 9:00am and 9:00pm, Tuesday through Sunday. Monday is my Sabbath.
For pastoral emergencies, please call me anytime and I will respond as soon as I
can.
Since I’m serving two congregations on a half-time basis, it’s helpful to schedule things in advance. As a general rule, I plan to be at the office on Wednesdays
10:00-5:00, and Thursday afternoons for 3:00-6:00, and available for Thursday
evening meetings. In October, I plan to be in the office on the following days.
Since these hours may change, as things come up, I suggest calling ahead.
Tuesday 10/3, 10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Saturday 10/7, 10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
Wednesday 10/11, 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Thursday 10/12, 3:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 10/18, 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Thursday 10/19, 3:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 10/25, 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Thursday 10/26, 3:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Note: From Sunday 10/29 through Friday 11/3, I will be attending the Spiritual
Guidance program at Rowe MA. During this time, I will respond to email and cell
phone messages on a daily basis. In case of emergency, please contact Rowe Center (413-339-4954) and I will respond as soon as possible.

Website and Social Media:
We have an FAQ (frequently asked question) section to our website
www.firstchurchuu.org We need to have more questions and answers in this
section. Please click on the FAQs and suggest some questions that would be
helpful for visitors to know about us.
We have a First Church Facebook Page in addition to the First Church Group
that many are active in. The Page https://www.facebook.com/
FirstChurchUULeominster/ is our front door to many in the community. If you
have not yet visited the page, please do so and like or follow the page. Please feel
free to post and comment. The Group https://www.facebook.com/
groups/10150128291185623/ is our online community of members and
friends. Please visit both Facebook sites.
We also have a Twitter presence https://twitter.com/FCUU_Leominster
where we will be “Tweeting the Sermon” on Sundays and tweeting from various
events at Church. Please follow First Church on Instagram at https://
www.instagram.com/firstchurchleominster/.
If you have photos you would like to share in our Newsletter, on our website
or social media sites, please let Betsy Moran, Lynn Radford or Chris Uhlig know.
You can email the photos to betsy@firstchurchuu.org.

Life Line Screening
Life Line Screenings go beyond regular check-ups to look inside your arteries for
signs of plaque build-up. This includes screening for carotid artery plaque, heart
rhythm, abdominal aortic aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease and osteoporosis risk assessment. Getting screened is simple! Painless, non-invasive, and keep
your clothes on. All five screenings for $ 139. This will be held at First Church
Unitarian Universalist on Monday, November 6th.
There are three ways to register.
Call toll-free: 1-866-229-0469.
On-line: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle.
Text: the word circle to 797979.

From Debra Guthrie, some News to share with First Church:
A Victory for All of Us!
Many of you know that I had my Ministerial Fellowship Committee (MFC) interview in Boston this past Friday.
(Sept 15) This was the culmination of over five years of work, personal transformation and sometimes frustration for
me. I cannot even describe the validation I felt when I received the highest score they give- “1”. After the interview,
they called me back in record time, only 6 minutes. They gave me the score then they asked me to sit back and take in
all the words they used to describe me. It was so intense, I can only remember a few of them but I will be sure to
share the letter when it comes with everyone.
Just to clarify the process. In addition to completing a Masters of Divinity at an approved school, the UUA requires intensive psychological testing, criminal back ground checks up the wuzzo, an internship, a church sponsorship,
loads of letters of reference, a sexual misconduct prevention class and a reading list that will definitely cost you some
vision testing. With all that documented and a previous interview with the Regional Subcommittee on Candidacy under my belt, I qualified for the interview. So you can imagine the stress I was feeling leading up to the interview. During the interview, they can ask you questions on everything from world religions to social witness—17 topics in all,
not to mention that everything in my packet is fair game including that psychological testing.
But, I did not walk in there alone. I took every one of you with me. I relied on things I have learned from you
in several places during the interview. In addition, I pointed to your trust and endorsement of me as your minister
when asked where I receive my ministerial authority. You see, from the moment I felt the unwavering support of my
home church in Morehead City, I have been just racking-up support for my ministry. The church I served in Leominster as an intern was in there with me. Every soul who has given me support-- from books and money, tutoring, difficult conversations about everything from theology to white supremacy, time to study and recharge, even ceremonies
and good energy sent long distance during the interview-- you name it. I did not walk in there alone.
One thing has not changed for me, I continue to strive to be the very best minister I can be and there is always room for improvement. I do it not only for my own self-improvement but so that I may better serve you and the
movement that saved my life. I believe, wholeheartedly, in the power of Unitarian Universalism to transform the lives
of people. Not just in measurable ways like taking a dish-washer and house cleaner to professional ministry but in
profound ways like providing the frame-work for connections between human spirits.
Thank you for your support, for allowing me to be vulnerable and authentic and for having the courage to
show up and be vulnerable and authentic with me. This is a victory for all of us.
My ordination will be held on January 28th at my home church in Morehead City, NC. There is a committee
there who have been working on it. Let me know if you will be attending and if you will need home hospitality. On
that Sunday, I will be co-leading the morning service with one of my mentors Rev. Sally White and the ordination will
be a separate ceremony in the afternoon. My other mentor, Rev. Dr. Susan Suchocki Brown will be the key note
speaker. The program will include some of my Trinitarian colleagues from seminary and I hope there will be a good
turnout of family members. A nice reception will follow.
-Debra Guthrie, Mdiv

Contract Minister
Aiken Unitarian Universalist Church

Debra served as our Ministerial Intern at First Church while finishing up at Andover Newton Theological Seminary. Debra made an
impact on all of our lives at First Church. She was quick with a joke
but just as quick to challenge a thought, a question or an answer.
She was and still is a great influence on us as we keep in touch
through social media and email.
Congratulations Debra, from all of us here at First Church!
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First Church at the 2017 Johnny Appleseed Festival!
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